THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST;





That overwhelming abundance of the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit, which our Savior, after His ascension, poured forth upon His disciples.  The basis for this beautiful metaphor is found in the literal signification of baptism, which is to cover one completely with any kind of element, particularly water.  So the apostles and primitive believers are said to have been, not only in a degree subjected to the influence of the Holy Spirit, but filled with it, immersed in it, as in a new element of existence, life, perception, feeling and action.  A measure of the same divine influence they had received before; but this was a far more copious and ample communication of it, to qualify them for their public labors, as well as to elevate their personal character, and to promote their spiritual enjoyment.  Nor does this rich donation of spiritual blessings appear to have been restricted to miraculous gifts on the one hand or to the primitive believers on the other. 





For it is represented, 


As the prerogative of Christ’s personal dignity, Matt. 3:11, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16; John 1:15-17, 3:33;  


2.  As the grand distinction of His glorious reign, John 7:37-39.  


3. As the special promise of the New Covenant, Luke 24:49, Acts 1:4-8; 2:1-4, 16-21, 33, 38, 39; Hebrews 8:6-12.   


4. As the privilege and seal of every believer, Ephesians 1:13, 14; 4:30: 5:18; Gal. 4:6, 5:16, 25.  


5. As the proper object of expectation and prayer, Isa. 32:15-17; 44:3-5; Luke 11:5-13; Phil. 1:19; 6. As comprehending gifts and grace varied in kind and degree, to supply the necessities of the church, according to the will and wisdom of the Spirit Himself, 1 Cor. 12:1-13, 31; 14:1, Ephesians 5:9; 4:30; Rom. 8:9, 13, 14; 14:17; 15:13.





From these passages it appears that the Baptism of the Holy Ghost is not to be confounded, on the one hand, with regeneration, as it is sometimes has been; nor on the other restricted to miraculous powers, and of course to the primitive age; but is to be sought in the more copious communication of such gifts and graces as are needed in the present condition of the Christian church, by ourselves and others.  Whatever of superior illumination, sanctity or fervor; whatever of heavenly purity or motive, cleanness of perception, tenderness of affection, strength of purpose, or energy of character; whatever of divine peace and consolation, and hope, and joy, drawn from the thing eternal and unseen, we at any time need; whatever necessary to make the gospel effectual to its end, among men, is to be sought and expected of God through Christ the great Dispenser of spiritual blessings.  Of His fullness have we received, and grace for grace.  The same is He Who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.  Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.  John 1:16, 33, 16:24.
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