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SOME THOUGHTS ON FOOT WASHING





Scripture Reading:  John 13:1-20.



Key:  John 13:14



INTRODUCTION:  There have been great differences about foot washing among the baptized saints.  We realize these differences and respect them.  Here are some of the examples:



	1.	Most of the English Baptists did not wash feet.  Many of the continental 			Baptists did.



	2.	Daniel King, in his Way to Zion, points out that the warm weather 			Baptists did practice foot washing while the cold weather brethren did not.



	3.	In America this also holds true.  The Baptized people north of the Mason-			Dixion Line generally do not, while the Baptized brethren below that line 			generally do so.



	4.	However, among those absoluters of the Baptized way,  this is not made a 			test of fellowship (that I know of with my limited knowledge).



	5.	Love among the brethren prevails even when we have these differences.



	6.	There have been some among the New School Arminians, for example,  D. 			B.  Ray, author of The Baptist Succession, who made fun of the practice 			of foot washing.  See the Ray-Stein Debate, held either in the late 1870s, 		or early 1880s.  Stein was a German Baptist or Dunkard, who also believed 		in greeting the brethren with a holy kiss.  Ray made light of these 				practices and tried to show that they were only social customs.



	7.	I no longer have this Debate, but as I reflect back over it, I realize that if 			Jesus Christ had been present and practiced what He did during his 			earthly ministry and Ray did not recognize Him, then Ray would have 			made fun of Christ as He washed the saint's feet.  Ray would have made 			fun of the saints for greeting Jesus Christ and each other with a holy kiss.



	8.	It is one thing to differ because we don't all have the same understanding. 			It is quite another thing to make fun of others who are trying to follow 			Jesus Christ and keep His commandments. 



 Note these points in conclusion to the introduction:



	1.	If foot washing is only a social example, then of course, we should not 			keep it in our age.  There is no need to do so.  People don't walk in 			sandals.



	2.	If foot washing is an ordinance of Jesus Christ, not a constituting 				ordinance such as baptism, but an ordinance just the same,  then we 			should practice it.



	3.	In addition, what if foot washing, like baptism and the Lord's Supper, 			contains many gospel mysteries that are a great blessing to the saints?  			Then, of course, we should practice foot washing.



	4.	To our great shame and humiliation, during most of our early ministry we 			were on the side of D. B. Ray, and we also made fun of those who washed 			the saint's feet and greeted each other with the Biblical commandment:  			"Greet one another with a holy kiss."



DOCTRINE:	



Foot washing, while not a constituting church ordinance, is an ordinance of Jesus Christ for His churches of Saints that holds forth certain gospel mysteries relating to His government and rule in and over His saints in the New Jerusalem Way.



I.	THE BIBLICAL FACT OF REAL, ACTUAL FOOT-WASHING.  John 13.



	A.	Jesus did wash the disciples' feet.



	B.	The entire setting, the conversations occurring, and the mysteries 				surrounding these events, all suggest this was more than an effort to 			remove the dirt from the disciples' feet.



	C.	Note the setting:



		1.	This was on the way to the cross. The opening verses of this 				chapter suggest to us that Jesus loved His disciples unto the end.



		2.	In an act of His love, He washes the disciples' feet and informs 				them that there are mysteries they didn't understand.					

		3.	This seems to have occurred one or two days before the cross.



		4.	Perhaps this was in a series of events when the Lord taught the 				disciples while in close company with them for the final few 				days before He went to the cross.

		

		5.	The setting was around the Lord's Supper, He gave the sop to 				Judas who then went out.  Jesus' action occurs between the 					Passover meal 	and the Lord's Supper.	



		6.	It is unthinkable that Jesus gave the sop to Judas two times and 				he went out to do his evil work two times.



	D.	Note the Conversations Occurring:



		1.	Peter's protests,



			a.	Peter didn't want a Messiah so humiliated that He should 					wash His own followers' feet.  At that moment Peter still 					had many attitudes of the Zionists or Judiazers.



			b.	Christ, as a humble servant, was contrary to Peter's 					utopian goals and expectations, as was the cross and death 					of Jesus Christ.



			c.	By nature most of us DO NOT WANT TO FOLLOW A 					HUMILIATED SERVANT WHO WOULD WASH HIS 

				OWN DISCIPLES' FEET.



			d.	Furthermore, we don't want to imitate this humiliated 					Messiah.  We don't want Him to wash feet and we don't 					want to wash feet either.  It offends our ideas of what a 					Messiah and His followers should be like.

		

		2.	Christ's Answer:



			a.	At the foot washing, Peter didn't know what this was 					all about, but later he would.



			b.	Without Christ's washing, Peter would have no part 					with Him.  This was not a foot washing, but another 					washing that made Peter experience a union with Christ.



			c.	There is a washing by Christ that is not foot washing. 					Those who are so washed in this first washing, need only 					their feet washed in addition. verse 10.



	E.	The Mysteries surrounding this event:



		1.	Know you not what Christ has done to us?



		2.	If our Lord and Master has washed our feet, then we should wash 				one another's feet.



		3.	He has given us an example.  We should do as He did.



		4.	We are not greater than our Lord and Master Jesus Christ Who 				washed His disciples' feet.



		5.	We are not greater than the One Who has sent us.



		6.	If We know these things, then we are happy if we do them.  First 				is the knowing, then the doing, and then, the happiness.



II. 	HEREIN IS A GOSPEL MYSTERY, WE HAVE SUCH A UNION WITH 	JESUS CHRIST THAT WHAT WE DO TO HIS SAINTS IS AS IF WE 	

	WERE DOING IT TO HIM, THE MYSTERY OF SUBSTITUTION.



	A.	That there is such a union:



		1.	Our eternal, election union, 2 Tim. 1:9; Ephesians 1:3-11.  This is 			our covenant union and standing in Him from all eternity.	



		2.	There is a spiritual union with Christ by faith, Phil. 3:8-11; 				Gal. 2:20;  which faith is the faith of Jesus Christ, Gal. 2:16, 20; 				and is the gift of God, Eph. 2:8-10; which is produced in us by the 				power of Christ's resurrection, Eph. 1:18-21; I Pet. 1:1-3. 



		3.	There is a manifest union with Him which BEGINS IN OUR 				BAPTISM IN WATER,  Rom. 6:1-11.  This spiritual, eternal, 				covenant union begins its visible, orderly manifestation in our 				baptism. Baptism is Christ's gospel circumcision marking the 				cutting away of the old way of man, the old religion, and the old 				sin habits.  From that point on, saints are to walk in the 					newness of life.  This all presupposes that the person baptized is a 				born again believer. Col. 2:11-13.



		4.	The Holy Spirit baptizes us in water into a union with the 				real, physical, glorified body of Jesus Christ.  We already have 			an election union with Him in the everlasting covenant.  We 				already have a vital, saving union with Him in our faith produced 				by the new birth.  Now we have a visible, bodily union with Him. 				The total saint has a total union with the total Christ Jesus. I Cor. 			12:13;  Eph. 5:25-30; Romans 12:4-5; I Cor. 12:6-27; I Cor. 6:13-				20; Gal. 3:26, 27.



		5.	This bodily union is a mystical union, not an actual union.  				Observe, the Holy Trinity of Three Beings is One, a union.  The 				husband and wife are one, a union. Paul and Apollos were one. All 				the elect shall be one. The most blessed union of all is that union 				which exists between Christ and His saints who are one I Cor.6:16, 			17.  This is such a union that the bodily sin of fornication brings 				Christ into union with the sin.



		6.	There is the union of suffering, a mystical baptism of afflictions 				that all  suffer who are under His baptism in water.



		7.	There is the union with Him in His power, in the succession of 				the Holy Spirit, Who comes upon us as our helper, comforter and 				witness in a greater way in our water baptism as  He did at 				Christ's baptism, Matt. 3.



		8.	There is the union of prayer, we ask in His Name.



		9.	There is the union which the administrator of the ordinances 			has with Jesus Christ.  Jesus made and baptized more disciples 				than John did.  Jesus baptized them not but His disciples did, John 			4:1-4.  What the disciples did is equal to what Jesus did.



	        10.	There is the union of the gospel ministry. Those who receive 				the ministering brethren, or anyone who speaks in Christ's name, 				are said to receive Him and they who receive Him are said to 				receive His Father also.



	        11.	There is the union in worship.  We are raised up into the 					heavenlies with Him, Eph. 2:1-6.  This heavenly sanctuary has 				been cleaned with a better sacrifice then the earthly sanctuary, the 			O. T. Temple,  Heb.10:19-25.  See the appendix on The 					Heavenlies.



	        12.	There is a union in love displayed.  The husband is to love His 				wife as Christ loved the church.  In addition, we are to love the 				brethren even as Christ has loved us.



	        13.	The Baptized Saints have many other unions with Christ, such 				as singing, the Lord's Supper, and giving and receiving. 





In conclusion to these thoughts on union, note the following:



	The Glories of Undiminished Union In Jesus Christ 



		1.	The union of Undiminished JOY, John 17:13:



			And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the 					world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.



		2.	The Union of Undiminished GLORY, John 17:22, James 1:17:



			And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they 				may be one, even as we are one;



			Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes 				down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, 				neither shadow of turning.



		3.	The Union of Undiminished LOVE John 17:23, 24 and 26 with 				Rom. 8:39: 



			I in them, and thou in me, that they may made be made perfect 				in one; (The Union of the Father and the Son),  and that the world 			may know that thou has sent me, and has loved them, as 					thou has loved me.

			Father, I will that they also, whom thou has given me, be with 				me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou 				has given me: for thou loved me before the foundation of the 				world.  (And His Saints in Him).



			And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that 				the love where with thou has loved me may be in them, and 				I in them.  (Our double portion, God's love and Christ's also ).



			Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 				separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 				Lord.	





	B.	The Union of Substitution:



		1.	Christ manifested this union of substitution when He died 				for us on the cross.  We were crucified with Him, Gal. 2:16-20.



		2.	Now we have the union of service by substitution.  This is 				what foot-washing is all about.   We live, but not us,  Christ 				lives in us and works in and through us.



		3.	This union of service can be seen in the following:



			a.	We cannot wash the feet of Christ in a real and actual way, 				but, by substitution in service we wash His feet and He 					washes	our feet.



			b.	Note Luke 7:36-50.  This sinful woman could come unto 					Jesus and touch Him.  He received her into a physical 					union with Himself.   She was now clean and Jesus Christ 				received her as a clean saint, not an unclean sinner.  					She wept over Christ's feet and washed them with her 					tears, and dried them with the hair of her head and ceased 					not kissing Him.  Therefore, it is all right for all saints 					to do these things to Jesus Christ.  We can do them now 				by substitution.

			

			c.	Persecution shows this union, Acts 9:1-4. "Saul, 						why do you persecute me?"



			d.	The union of service shows who are the righteous and the 					wicked,  Matt. 25:31-46. "In as much as ye have done it 					unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 					unto me."  We don't mean this is foot washing, but the 					idea of the union of service.



			e.	This union of gospel faith, order, worship, and works, 					is so complete that entire groups of churches are 						considered as being IN CHRIST, I Thess. 2:10-14; I Pet. 					5:13

			



DOCTRINE: 





As we do unto those who are Christ's,  even so we do unto 



Christ and The Father.

 

Note John13:20-



	Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth Him that sent me.



	POINTS	

	

1.	While we may not be able to wash the actual feet of Jesus as the recovered and clean woman did in the house of Simon the Pharisee, yet when we do so to the saints, it is as if we were doing so unto Jesus Christ.  It is all right for us to do so unto Jesus because we too are forgiven much.



2.	Because the baptized saints are in a bodily, manifested, orderly union with Jesus Christ, they are bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh (Eph. 5), and are so joined with Him that when we wash their feet, 



 we are also washing the feet of Jesus Christ.  



3.	When we greet the saints with a holy kiss, we are greeting Jesus Christ with a holy kiss.  When we feed the saints, clothe them, give them water, minister to them, it is as if we were doing so to Jesus Christ because of their union with Him Gal. 3:27.



4.	In addition, when we baptize a saint, we are acting as John the Baptist and we are baptizing Jesus Christ in a mystical way because of this union.  When a gospel church receives a baptized saint, it is as if they are receiving Jesus Christ because of this union.



5.	When we administer the Lord's Supper to a Saint, it is as if we are doing so to Jesus Christ because of this mystical union.





Furthermore, 





6.	Those who are ministered unto by a saint are being ministered unto as by Jesus Christ because of this union.  Remember, Jesus Christ made and baptized more disciples than John, but Jesus did not actually baptize, but only through His disciples, John 4:1-4.





7.	Those who minister and those who are ministered unto, when the Christ union is present, this ministering takes on a totally and wholly different and enlarged meaning.  Because of the Christ union with His saints in their ministering and being ministered unto, these actions are raised up into the higher level, into the heavenlies.



	"When ye do these things unto my brethren, ye are doing 



them to me,"   said Jesus Christ.



Why did Christ tell Peter, those who were washed and clean needed not but to have their feet washed John 13:10?  Why the feet?





WHY THE FEET?





Why not the hands, the legs or the head?  This we will now consider.



III. HEREIN IS A GOSPEL MYSTERY, THE FEET ARE A PICTURE OF THE NEW, CLEAN, GOSPEL WAY WHERE IN THE SAINTS WALK IN IMITATION OF JESUS CHRIST.  HIS FEET SHOW HIS WAY.   Psa. 89:51; Song 1:7, 8.



	A.	There is a glorious new way, Isaiah 35.  In this way there is a 				highway, the way of holiness.  No unclean person shall pass over it.



	B.	In the O. T. the High Priest dipped his feet into the laver on his WAY    		into the holy place.



	C.	Even so, the Kings and Priests of the New Testament, the believers 			who are in gospel order, are the ones walking in this clean and holy 			way, I Peter 2:5-10.



	D.	This is a washed and clean way:



		1.	The inner man is washed in the blood of Christ in the new birth,



		2.	Our bodies are washed in pure water,  in baptism, Hebrews 10:19-				25.



		3.	Christ washes His church by the water of the word, Eph. 5:25-27.



		4.	The saints in the baptized way, have the washing of regeneration, 				by the blood of Jesus Christ,  pictured as they wash in their 				water baptism.  Note, the washing of regeneration is not 					regeneration any more than the pig of farmer Jones is farmer 				Jones. Rev. 1:5, 1 Pet. 3:21.  There is a washing that belongs to 

			the regeneration of Jesus Christ, it is in His blood, and it is 				pictured or figured in baptism.





	E.	This is a washed and clean way showing the footsteps of Jesus Christ 			Whom the baptized saints imitate.





		1.	The baptized saints follow in His steps, I Pet. 2:21.





		2.	The baptized saints follow the apostle as he followed Christ, 

			1 Cor.11:1, 2.





		3.	The baptized saints have a certain way to walk.  It is even as 				Christ also walked, Phil. 3:15-19.





		4.	The saints in the baptized way can follow the gospel ministers 				who have begotten them into the baptized way, because these 			         ministers are followers or imitators of Jesus Christ, I Cor. 4:15-				17; Heb. 6:12. 



		5.	The saints of the baptized way and the churches of these

			saints, are in such a union with Jesus Christ that they are 				enabled to walk worthy of God who has called them, I  Thess. 				2:12-14. 



Note, those who are followers are imitators of Jesus Christ, for the Greek term denotes the same thing.



IN CONCLUSION



1.	Foot washing, though not a constituting ordinance of a gospel church, is an 	ordinance of Jesus Christ for His gospel churches of saints.



2.	Foot washing contains many gospel mysteries:



	a.	An example of humble service;



	b.	An example of ministering to a bodily member of Jesus Christ;



	c.	An example of being administered unto by a bodily member of Jesus 			Christ;



	d.	An example of our following Jesus Christ in His New Jerusalem Way, 			which is a clean, washed and holy way.



3.	Foot washing is a seal to us of God's love, for as we do so, we experience His love 	in a great way, John 15:9, 10; John 13:14-17.

























































































Appendix A



Jesus Christ and His Saints Together As One



in the Heavenlies





DEFINITION:  



Epouranios what concerns or relates to the heavens in opposition to the earth;



CONCERNS: 



	1.   	Heavenly Sacrifice of redemption by Christ;



          2.   	Sacrifice of thanksgiving by Christ in the saints;



          3.   	Sacrifice of sanctification of the saints by Christ.



Ephesians 1:3 and many other passages with Jesus Christ in the heavenlies.



This speaks of our being blessed in union with Jesus Christ.  This is one of the many union blessings the saints have from and with Jesus Christ.



Note well Ephesians 2:4-7.





DOCTRINE



	The government of Jesus Christ in and over His saints, and churches of saints, is the heavenlies.   The saints are raised up into a mystical union with Christ their Head Who sits at the right hand of God above.  This mystical body of Christ, which is His gospel kingdom, is in distinction from everything that is earthly.   Therefore, it is heavenly.



	a.	After the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  He walked openly no more among 			the Jews, nor did He attend their religions services.  He only met with His 		church or disciples.  He taught only the things of the Kingdom of God, 			Acts 1.



	b.	Even so, His visible saints, after their mystical death, burial and 			resurrection in water baptism,  are to walk only in the heavenly way			Christ walked after His death, burial and resurrection.



	c.	Because of this mystical union with Jesus Christ, the Saints, following 			in the steps of their Head,  walk in the post-resurrection or post-				baptismal way.





I.   HEAVENLY FACTS ABOUT THE HEAVENLY JESUS CHRIST.



     	A.   	The teachings of the heavenly Jesus Christ are heavenly teachings rather 		than earthly teachings,  Jn. 3:12.  In Hebrews, the Old Covenant is called 		earthly and carnal.



     	B.   	The heavenly Jesus Christ is seated in the Heavens, at the right hand of 			the Majesty above,  Eph. 1:20;





    	C.   	The heavenly Lordship of the heavenly Jesus Christ is defined as follows:



          	1.   	Over heavenly things;



          	2.   	Over terrestrial things;



          	3.   	Over subterranean, or under the earth; Phil. 2:9-11.





II.  	The Heavenly Lordship of Jesus Christ dealing with Saints as 	Saints:  Eph. 2:6.



     	A.   	The present heavenly position of believers is by means of their union 		with the heavenly Jesus Christ, Eph. 2:6, 7.



          	1.   	This heavenly union exists to show forth the praise of God and 				His glory toward us in the AGES to come.



          	2.   	Aioosin, is plural, showing that there are at least two more ages 				beyond this age.



         	3.   	No matter how many ages there are yet to come,  the saints of God 			will reflect the glory of  God then, in those ages.



     	B.   	The Saints have a heavenly calling, Heb. 6:1.



     	C.   	The Saints are partakers or sharers of the Holy  Spirit, Heb. 6:4.



     	D.   	The saints'  warfare is in the heavenlies, Eph. 3:10, 6:12.



     	E.   	While on this earth, the Saints desire a heavenly fatherland or country, 			Heb. 11:13-16.



     	F.   	While on this earth, even amidst all terrors and trials, the saints look to 			the heavenly Jesus Christ for deliverance  unto His heavenly Kingdom, 

		2 Tim.  4:18.



     	G.   	Saints have the promise of the heavenly image of the heavenly Jesus 			Christ, now in a limited way, and in a greater way at the resurrection of 			the natural body; I Cor. 15:48, 49.



     	H.   	Saints shall have heavenly bodies in distinction from their former earthly 			bodies,  I Cor. 15:40.





III.	HEAVENLY FACTS ABOUT THE TOTAL LORDSHIP OF 	THE HEAVENLY JESUS CHRIST OVER HIS SAINTS AS 	THE NEW TEMPLE, THE TEMPLE OF GOD, THE GOSPEL 	CHURCH.  Hebrews 8 and 9.



Heb. 8:5..of the heavenlies...toon epouranioon..genetive case denoting contact, possession and description.



Eph. 1:3...in the heavenlies...Locative case, denoting position...en  tois epouraniois.



NOTE:  



The church draws its being from the living stones who make it up.  



They in turn draw their being from Jesus Christ and His Holy Spirit in them.  



Most believe that individual saints are nothing until they join the church, and then, they become something. The Word of God teaches that the saints are complete in Christ, not in the church.  Most modern Baptists and many others teach that: 



Saints draw their being from the church.  This is just backwards.



     	a.   	We are dealing with the Temple of God;



     	b.   	The Old Testament Temple of Solomon is a wonderful type.



     	c.   	The stones were all prepared and made to fit BEFORE they were brought 			forth and placed into the O. T. Temple.



But, it does not stop there:



     	a.   	Saints have their union with Christ and have been made partakers of the 			Holy Spirit before they make up the Temple of God.



     	b.   	Even so, when the stones were all placed in proper order in Solomon's 			Temple, and all the timbers and other parts and articles were completed, 			then what happened...the Visible Glory of God appeared and God met with 			His people within the Temple.. at the innermost part of the Temple.



     	c.   	Therefore, consider, The Temple of God is also built up of living stones, 			previously prepared, and becomes a habitation of God through the Holy 			Spirit.  This is in distinction to a personal indwelling within each 				believer, and His coming upon each baptized believer.



Observe further, the glory of the Temple of God under the New and Everlasting Covenant:  Hebrews 12:23-29.



     	a.   	Christ in the believer-this gives ability and life spiritually;



     	b.   	These believers come together and give being to the church, if all things 			else are proper;



     	c.   	The Church, being thusly made up, is therefore doubly blessed, it is not 			only the Temple of God,  but also the Church of the first-born ones.



     	d.   	While it is true that these living stones are the second born ones by their 			experience, by virtue of their being in Christ and a part of His Temple,  			they also are the church of the first-born ones. Those, who in glory, will 			come into the gospel order and join Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to set down 			in the kingdom, are in distinction from the first born ones of this age.  			This distinction is only in relation to time and not to standing in Christ 			nor importance, for all are the same in Christ.



     	e.   	The expression: "first-born" refers to the place of priority in order of birth, 			and also a double blessing of the inheritance.



     	f.   	The first-born received his natural inheritance,  and in addition, he 			received a second, equal blessing, by right of his orderly succession as the  			first-born.



     	g.   	This enabled him to maintain the estate and the inheritance properly.



     	h.   	The Temple of God, under the New and Everlasting Covenant, is made up 			of the firstborn ones.  It is an ekklesia or church of the first-born ones. 			This  church has a DOUBLE PORTION of the inheritance in order to 			carry on properly and maintain the inheritance and estate of Jesus 				Christ.  The saints come into the church with the indwelling Holy Spirit, 			then they receive the anointing of the Holy Spirit in connection with their 			water baptism, and then as a church, they have the indwelling of Jesus 			Christ. They are the habitation of God.



    	i.  	Simply put, not only does the church of God have the indwelling Holy 			Spirit within each believer,  but also, the Lord Jesus Christ comes and 			dwells within, in the innermost parts of the Church.  They have a double 			portion of the presence of Deity.  Christ comes and meets with His people 			when they meet in His name.   Rev. 2 and 3.



    	 j.   	As the church of the first-born ones, we have a double portion of the 			inheritance and estate of Jesus Christ, we have a double portion of the  			divine presence and all His gifts and graces.  The Living God is our 			portion and our inheritance.  We not only have the presence of One Divine 			Being, but by means of Him, we have also His Father and His Holy Spirit.



     	k.   	These truths presuppose that the church is made up of living stones who 			are walking according to  gospel faith, order, worship and works.



     	l.   	These truths also must be learned by experience and not simply in the 			dead letter of  N. T. law.



    	m.   	Yet, it follows, that true experience must be understood by the Truth of 			Jesus Christ.  True experiences and gospel faith and order will always go  			hand in hand.



     	n.   	Godly experiences, truth and order, always harmonize and never jar each 			other nor create a  breach.



	The gospel church, being thusly made up of living stones in gospel faith, order, worship and works is double blessed.  In the church of the first-born, the saints not only have God's blessings and protection over them as individual believers, but in addition, there is a church blessing or Temple blessing.  Christ dwells in the midst, in the innermost secret parts, mystically.  Also, as believers we have the Holy Spirit in us and upon us as baptized believers.  As a church we have Christ among us, Rev.  2-3.  He walks with us as a church.  His Holy Spirit has made the gospel church the Habitation of God, Eph. 2:18-21.





This is the church of the first-born ones,  those with a 

double portion of the inheritance.



What is the inheritance of the saints of God?  



What is the portion of the saints of God?



God Himself and All His Being!





     	A.   	The heavenly gospel church, and all that pertains to it, is in distinction 			from the earthly tabernacle and temple and their sacrifices under the law 			which were fulfilled and done away, Hebrews 8:1-5.



          	1.   	Christ, our great High Priest, is set on the right hand of the 				throne of the majesty in the heavenlies; oupanois..different term..



         	2.   	The High Priests of the Law, of whom Christ was NOT, 					served only as an example and a shadow, pointing to the 					coming of Christ in the flesh and the glory that should 					follow in His fullness of the times.



         	3.   	The High Priests of the Law served only as an example and 				a shadow of the HEAVENLY THINGS.  Which heavenly 					things, related to and were designed to display the glory 					and workings of the heavenly Jesus Christ.



          	4.   	Moses built according to a God-given pattern  given to him for 				that purpose.



          	5.   	Moses was faithful to build and do as God showed him.



          	6.   	Yet, the heavenly Christ, Who is building according to a God-given 				pattern, is even more faithful and will build the great Temple of 				God according to the pattern found in the decrees of God.



         	7.   	Note well:  Moses established a Priesthood, sacrifices and a 				tabernacle, all according to a God-given pattern, which was to 				serve and exist until Christ came in the flesh. This was to be a 				shadow and an example of the coming One Who is greater than 				Moses, and Whose Temple and Priesthood and Sacrifices are all 				greater.



     	B.   	The Heavenly Gospel Church, founded by the Heavenly Jesus Christ, with 			all that pertains to it, was established and cleansed by the Heavenly Lord 			Jesus Christ and His one sacrifice which He made at the end of the world, 			or age, that is, the Hebrew or Law age, Heb.  9:23. Note also verses 24-28.



          	1.  	Translation from the Greek Text:



               		examples of the in the heavens by these to be cleansed; things but 				the heavenlies better sacrifices than these.



          	2.  	The examples in the heavens were the O. T. systems from Moses to 			John the Baptist.  John the Baptist established the way for the 				Heavenly Jesus Christ and His new and living way.  Luke 16:16, 				Mark 1:1-6.



         	3.   	The heavenly sacrifices which cleanse the heavenly way were the 				one sacrifice at the end of the world which Jesus made by offering 				Himself, and our sacrifices which He offers through us in  the 				Heavenly Temple of God, the Gospel church; I Peter 2:4-5.



         		4.   	Note the three distinctions:



               		a.   	Patterns of things in the heavens;



               		b.   	heavenly things;



               		c.   	heaven itself, where Christ now appears in the presence of 					God for us.



          	5.   	Note the distinctions in the sacrifices:



               		a.   	Christ's sacrifice, to cleanse, redeem and reconcile us unto 					God and establish us in the new and living way.



               		b.  	His sacrifices in us are spiritual and show forth the work 					of Jesus Christ and our union with Him in His great work 					in the heavenly, new and living way.  I Pet. 2:4-5 and verse 				9.



          	6.   	Note the oneness in union that exists with Christ and His true 				people:

               		a.   	By grace God causes His people to seek out His footsteps 					and follow in His paths; John 10.



             		b.	By grace God causes them to separate themselves from the 					ways of Babylon and the human inventions that  others are 				given over to. Rev. 18:4,5;  Phil. 2:11-13; 2 Thess. 2:7-17.



 		7.   	This union of oneness is seen in the identity of Christ and His 				people in their faith, order, worship and works.



       			a.   	The faith of Christ, is our faith; Gal. 2.



     			b.   	The worship of Christ is spiritual as is the worship of the 					true worshippers, Jn.  4.



       			c.   	The order of Jesus Christ was given to His Apostles and 					they in turn committed the same to His churches, Mt. 					28:18-20; I Cor. 11:1-3;  2 Thess. 2:15;  2 Thess. 3:6-15, 					Col.2:5, 6. Note: traditions and ordinances are the same 					word in Greek and also observe the union of the faith and  					order in the early saints and their churches.



   			d.  	The works of Christ, we do  are greater in number and we 					are ordained so to do; Jn. 5:36-44; Jn. 14:10-13; Jn. 20:19-					23; Eph. 2:8-10.





NOTE:  



	For an helpful discussion of the earthly system as seen in the Book of Revelation, consider Hansard Knollys' commentary on the Book of Revelation. In addition, study the two different beasts from Revelation 13  and note their differences in origin.



	Remember, in the Book of Hebrews, the First Covenant or Law System of Moses, is called the earthly, the first, the carnal.  Why then should the saints go back to the earthly, the first and the carnal when they can be in the heavenly, the second and the spiritual?  No thank you, to John Gill and all his Judiazers and teachers.

















































APPENDIX B



Notes On Our Union With Jesus Christ From 



The Greek New Testament



Our Union In and With Jesus Christ is expressed by at least these 2 Greek prepositions:



EN and SUN



These prepositions are used with the dative, locative and instrumental cases in the Greek New Testament though sun properly governs the dative case.





I.   EN is defined as follows:





	1.	with the locative: in, on;



	2.	with the instrumental: by.





II.   SUN is defined as follows:





	1.	With the dative and instrumental: with, together with.



Definitions of the Greek Cases:



1.	Dative Case:	Most frequent usage is to express interest, the indirect object, 		example: The Apostle is saying words TO THE MAN.



2.	Locative Case:  This is the case of location or position; example: The Apostle 	teaches IN THE HOME.



3.	Instrumental Case:  This is the case which expresses MEANS:  Example: The 

	Apostle teaches WITH WORDS.



SCRIPTURAL INSTANCES OF OUR UNION WITH JESUS CHRIST



I.   	Briefly stated our ELECTION union with Jesus Christ is denoted by the force of 	the preposition en.



	A.	Ephesians 1:1-3:



		Paul an Apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God to the Saints being 		IN Ephesus and faithful IN Christ Jesus.  v. 1.



		1.	Their geographical location  IN Ephesus.



		2.	Their union location, IN Christ.



		3.	Observe, they were in Christ Jesus just as much as they were in 				Ephesus.





		Grace to you and peace from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord. 

		v. 2.



		Blessed the God and Father of the Lord of Us, Jesus Christ, He who 			having blessed us IN every blessing spiritual IN the heavenlies IN Christ.  		v. 3.



		IN whom also we were chosen as His inheritance. . . . v. 11.





	B.	2 Tim. 1:9: 



		The One having saved us and having called us with a Holy Calling, not 			according to the works of us but according to our purpose and grace, given 			to us IN Christ Jesus before times eternal.





Conclusion on EV:



	1.	Used of our spiritual location and standing or dwelling in Jesus Christ.



	2.	Used to show all the spiritual blessings God gives to His Saints and 			faithful ones, who are in the heavenlies and with Christ.



	3.	The Saints were also chosen in Christ to be His special inheritance.



	4.	God's grace was given to us IN Christ Jesus before the world began.





II.	Now Note Our Union From Sun.



	A.	Rom. 6:8:



		But if we died with Christ, we believe that also we shall live with Him, 

		(We shall live is a compound for from suzeomen.)  The entire context of 			Romans 6-8 shows that we live together with Him now.



	B.	Rom. 8:32:



		But on behalf of us all delivered Him, how not also with Him all things 			to us will He freely give?

	

	C.	2 Cor. 13:4:



		For indeed He was crucified out of weakness, but He lives by the power of 			God, For indeed we are weak in Him, but we shall live with Him by the 			power of God toward you.

		

	D.	Col. 2:13:



		and you dead being in the trespasses and in the uncircumcision of the flesh 		of you, He co-quickened you with Him, forgiving you all the trespasses;



	E.	Col. 2:20:



		If ye died with Christ from the elements of the world, why as living in 			world are ye subject to its decrees:



	F.	Col. 3:3:



		For ye died, and the life of you has been hidden with the Christ in the 			God;







	G.	Col. 3:4:



		Whenever the Christ is manifested, the life of us, when also ye with Him 			shall be manifested in glory.



	H.	Col. 3:9:



		Lie not one to another seeing ye have put off the old man with the 			practices of him;



	I.	I Thess. 5:10:



		The One having died concerning us, in order that whether we watch or we 			sleep together with Him we may live.



III.	However, this union is not expressed ONLY by the terms EN or SUN.  There are 	a number of compound works, Greek words which are joined with sun, which 	express our UNION experiences with Jesus Christ.



	A.	Col. 2:12, 13:



		co-buried with Him in the baptism, in Whom also ye were co-raised 			through the faith of the power of the God raising Him out from among 			the dead ones;



	B.	2 Tim. 2:11:



		If we co-died with Him, also we shall co-live with Him;



	C.	Eph. 2:21:



		In whom all the house being co-fitted together grows into a temple holy 			in the Lord;



	D.	Eph. 4:16:



		(Christ) out of Whom all the body being co-fitted together through every 			band of the supply according to the power in measure of one each part the 			growth of the body makes for house of itself in love;



	E.	Eph. 4:3:



		Being eager to keep the unity of the Spirit in the co-bond of peace, there 			is one body and one spirit,



	F.	Col. 3:14:



		and not holding the head, out of whom all the body by means of the joints 			and co-bands being supplied and being co-joined together will grow with 		the growth of the God.	



	

	G.	Col. 3:14:



		Over all and these the love, which is the co-bond of completeness.



	H.	Rom. 8:17:



		But if little children, also heirs, heirs on one hand of God, co-heirs on the 			hand of Christ, since we co-suffer with Him in order that also we may be 			co-glorified together with Him;



	I.	Eph. 2:6:



		and co-raised us up and co-seated us with in the heavenlies in Christ 			Jesus;



	J.	Col. 3:1:



		If therefore ye were co-raised in the Christ, the things above seek, where 			the Christ is at the right hand of God setting;



	K.	I Pet. 5:13:



		Greets you the (church) in Babylon, co-elected with you and Mark the son 		of me;



	L.	Rom. 6:4:



		We were co-buried together with Him through the baptism into the 			death, in order that as was raised Christ out from the dead ones through 			the glory of the Father, so also we in newness of life might walk.



	M.	Eph. 2:22:



		in whom also ye being co-built together into a dwelling place of the 			God in spirit.



	N.	Eph.  3:6:



		to be the nations co-heirs and co-body and co-sharers of the promise in 			Christ Jesus through the gospel,



	O.	Matt. 27:44:



		but the also the robbers co-crucified together with Him reproached Him.



	P.	John 19:32:



		Came therefore the soldiers, and of the first broke the legs and of the other 		the co-crucified with Him;



	Q.	Rom.  6:6:



		This knowing, that the old of us man was co-crucified, in order that the 			body of sin might be destroyed, the no longer to be a slave to sin;



	R.	Gal.  2:19:



		For I through the law to sin died, in order that to God I might live.  I 			have been co-crucified with Christ.



CONCLUSION:



	You will note our:



	1)	Election Union with is invisible until it is manifested first in our 				quickening, during which we are given repentance and faith, both of 			Christ;	



	2)	Being crucified together with Him when He died on the cross, just as the 			thieves were so far as time is concerned, one having also an election union 			with Him; but the very same term used to picture the death of the two 			thieves also pictures our DEATH TO SIN WITH JESUS CHRIST.

	3)	Being buried together with Christ, and the union which is known from our 			baptism, by which union, pictured in our baptism, we come forth to walk 			in newness of life;



	4)	being raised up together with Christ, and being placed in the heavenlies 			together with Christ;





This all occurs now in this life as we experience the results of our union with Jesus Christ.  The heavenlies speak of the mystical government of Jesus Christ IN and OVER the saints in His  faith, order, worship and works according to the gospel.



In conclusion:



	The business of the everlasting covenant is to manifest or make visible:





	1.	The Divine Being and their common properties and attributes and their 			distinguishing properties;



	2.	His election of His people and their union with Jesus Christ;



	3.	Which union is both invisible and visible.





The Lord will, later there will be more on union.
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