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Eschatology - From the Greek word "Eschatos" meaning "last".  Eschatology is      then the study of last things.  It takes in anything that is future in relationship to prophecy.  Basically centers around the 2nd coming of Christ.





     The Advents


The 1st Advent of Christ covered His birth to His ascension which was approximately 33 1/2 years.  His ministry was approximately 3 years.


The 2nd Advent of Christ includes everything from the Rapture to the eternal State, clarified as the 2nd Coming of the Lord, which covers approximately 1007 years.  The term 2nd advent deals strictly with His coming to set up the kingdom.





     Post, Pre, and A


Post - This was originated by Whitley, who was an Unitarian.


Post means "after".  This teaches the church, by preaching of the gospel, will convert the world and usher in the kingdom, after which Christ returns, then comes a general resurrection and judgment of all people, then the eternal state.


A - Two views:


The heavenly viewpoint: This view says the saints in heaven are fulfilling the millennial promise and that Christ returns when the individual Christian dies.


The earthly viewpoint: Augustine began this teaching.  This teaches that the millennium is being fulfilled in the earth in the heart of the believer.  The church saints on earth are fulfilling the promises of the kingdom today.  There is no literal kingdom.


Pre - When God has completed His present program with the Church, He will take the Bride out of the world and complete His program with Israel, thus fulfilling a literal 1000 year kingdom on this earth.





     Prophecy defined - Two types:


     1.  Forthtelling - Proclaiming or setting forth the Word of God.


     2.  Foretelling - Proclaiming or predicting future events.


     Note:  Whether it be forthtelling or foretelling, it is directly from


                God and not from man.  2 Pet 1:20-21





     Importance Principles in understanding Prophecy:


Determine the historical background.


Know the historical occasion.


Determine the geographical and cultural background.


Deal with unfulfilled prophecy in the light of fulfilled prophecy.


Determine which aspect is being used.  Aspects of Prophecy:


Direct fulfillment - There is a clear prediction in which there is no question.  Mic 5:2; Mt 2:5


Dual fulfillment - This may have a reference to two things. It could be a local as well as a future or a mediate as well as an ultimate.


Typical fulfillment - An ultimate, literal reference.





RAPTURE OF ALL CHRISTIANS


      Scripture:  1 thes 4:14-18; 1 Cor 15:51-53; Rev 4:1


Meaning of Rapture - To catch away, to transport from one place to another.


Variance Views of Rapture


Post-trib - The Church will be taken out at the end of the tribulation.  The Bride goes through Jacob's trouble.


Mid-trib - The Church will go though the 1st half of the tribulation but is delivered from the Great Tribulation.


Partial Rapture - At the end of the church age, only the faithful will be taken out.  The unfaithful will be left to go through the tribulation.


Pre-trib - The rapture will take place before the tribulation and will take all born again believers in this church age.  The church is out before the tribulation.


Mystery of Rapture


 Many believers will enter heaven without dying.  1 Cor 15:51


imminency of Rapture -It can happen at any moment.  Tit 2:13


Challenges of Rapture (Because the rapture is imminent what is the believer to do?)


Attend church services.  Heb 10:25


Observe the Lord's supper.  1 Cor 11:26


Love the believers.  1 Thes 3:12-13


Be patient.  Jam 5:8


Live a separated life.  1 Jn 3:2-3; Tit 2:12-13


Refrain from judging others.  1 Cor 4:5


Preach the Word.  2 Tim 4:1-2; 1 Pet 5:2,4


Comfort the bereaved.  1 Thes 4:16-18


Win souls.  Jude 1:21-23


Be concerned.  Col 3:1-4


Distinction Between Rapture/The 2nd Advent


The rapture entails the removing of all believers while the 2nd advent entails the appearing or manifestation of the Son.


              1 Thes 4:13-18 cf Rev 1:7


The rapture sees the saints caught up into the air while the 2nd advent sees Christ return to the earth.


In the rapture, Christ comes to claim His bride and in the 2nd advent, Christ returns with His bride.


The rapture results in the removal of the church and the inception of the tribulation while the 2nd advent results in the establishment of the millennial kingdom.


The rapture is imminent while the 2nd advent is preceded by a multitude of signs.


The rapture brings a message of comfort while the 2nd advent is accompanied by a message of judgment.


The rapture is related to the program for the church while the 2nd advent is related to Israel and the world.


The rapture is a mystery revealed in the New Testament while the 2nd advent is predicted in both Old and New Testaments.


At the rapture, believers works are judged while at the 2nd advent, the gentile and Israel are judged.


The rapture leaves creation unaged while the 2nd advent entails the change of creation.


At the rapture, Israel's covenants are unfulfilled while at the 2nd advent, they are fulfilled.


The rapture takes place before the day of wrath but the 2nd advent follows it.


The expectation of the church in regard to the rapture is the Lord is at and while the expectation of Israel in regard to the 2nd advent is the kingdom is at hand.


The expectation of the church at the rapture is to be taken into the Lord's presence while Israel waits for the kingdom which comes at the 2nd advent.





 II.  THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST


      Scripture:  1 Cor 3:9-15; 2 Cor 5:10; Rom 14:10


      A.  Purpose of Judgment


Negative consideration - It is not to punish for sin or to determine salvation.


Positive consideration - It is to reward believers for their service for Christ.


      B.  Areas Involved in this Judgment


How we treat other believers.  Heb 6:10; Mt 10:41-42


How we exercise our authority over others. Heb 13:17; Jam 3:1


How we employ our God-given abilities.  1 Cor 12:4-11; 2 Tim 1:6; 1 Pet 4:10


How we use our money.  1 Tim 6:17-19; 1 Cor 16:2; 2 Cor 9:6-7


How much we suffer for Jesus sake. Mt 5:11-12; 1 Pet 4:12-13; 2 Cor 4:17; Rom 8:18


How we spend our time.  Eph 5:16; Col 4:5; 1 Pet 1:17


How we run that particular race which God has chosen for us.


              1 Cor 9:24; Phil 3:13-14; Heb 12:1; Phil 2:16


How effectively we control the old nature.  1 Cor 9:25-27


How many souls we witness to and win for Christ.  Prov 11:30;


              1 Thes 2:19-20; Dan 12:3


How we react to temptation.  Jam 1:2-3; Rev 2:10


How much the doctrine of the rapture means to us.  2 Cor 4:8


How faithful we are to the Word of God and the flock of God.


              1 Pet 5:2-4; 2 Tim 4:1


      C.  Time of this Judgment - Takes place after the rapture in heaven.


According to Luke 14:14 reward is associated with the resurrection.  Since, according to 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17,  the resurrection is an integral part of the translation, reward must be a part of that program.


When the Lord returns to the earth with His bride to reign, the bride is seen to be already rewarded, Revelation 19:8.


In 1 Corinthians 4:5; 2 Timothy 4:8; and Revelation 22:12 the reward is associated with "that day", that is, the day in which He comes for His own.


Place of this Judgment - In the Heavenlies.  1 Thes 4:17; 2 Cor 5:1-8


Judge of this Judgment - Christ.  2 Cor 5:10; Rom 14:10


Subjects of this Judgment - Believers only.  2 Cor 5:1-19


Results of this Judgment


Some will receive rewards.  1 Cor 3:14


               Possible rewards:


Incorruptible crown for those who get mastery over the old man.  1 Cor 9:25


Crown of rejoicing for soul winners.  1 Thes 2:19


Crown of life for those enduring trials.  Jam 1:12


Crown of righteousness for loving His appearing. 2 Tim 4:8


Crown of glory to be willing to feed the flock of God. 1 Pet 4:8


Some will suffer loss of rewards.  1 Cor 3:15





MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB


      Scripture: 2 Cor 11:2; Rev 19:6-8; Mt 22:1-2; Eph 5:23-27


Time of this Marriage - Must be placed after the judgment seat of        Christ and before the 2nd advent.  Rev 19:7-8


Place of this Marriage - Can only be in heaven.  Rev 19:14; Phil 3:20


Host of this Marriage - God, the Father.  Lk 14:16-23


Bridegroom of this Marriage - God, the Son.  Jn 3:27-30; Lk 5:32-35


Bride of this Marriage - The Church.  Eph 5:22-23; 2 Cor 11:2


Guest of this Marriage - Nation of Israel.  Mt 25:1-13


Service Schedule of this Marriage - 3 Separate Stages:


The Bethrodal Stage - Presently.  2 Cor 11:2


The Presentation Stage - Rapture.  Jn 14:2-3


The Celebration Stage - Millennial.  Rev 19:7-9


Certainty of this Marriage - It will happen!  Rom 8:33-39; Eph 5:27





PRESENTATION OF A SEVEN-SEALED BOOK


      Scripture:  Rev 5:1-14


Proclamation.  vss 1-2


Investigation.  vs 3


Lamentation.  vs 4


Manifestation.  vss 5-7


Adoration.  vss 8-14


      Summary:  All these events that have been discussed will take place


                         in the heavenlies after the rapture.





THE SEVEN-YEAR TRIBULATION BEGINS


      Scripture:  Dan 9:24-27; 12:1; Isa 24; Joel 2; Mt 24; Rev 6:20


      This is the time of the "Day of The Lord".


Nature of the Tribulation


          Scripture:  Isa 2:19; 10; 11; 13:6-7; 24; Joel 2; Zeph 1:14;


          Mt 24; Lk 21:25; 1 Thes 5:2-3; Rev 6:10


Length of the Tribulation - Seven years.  Dan 9:24-27


Purpose of the Tribulation


To prepare for the millennium.  Mt 25:32-34


To purge Israel.  Eze 20:37-38; Zec 13:8-9


To punish the Gentiles.  Rom 1:18; 2 Thes 2:11-12


To purify all nations.  Rom 8:18-23


Chronology of the Tribulation


          FIRST THREE AND ONE-HALF YEARS


Organization of the harlot church.  Rev 17:1; 1 Tim 4:1-3; 2 Tim 3:1-5; Rev 13:11-18


Appearance of the antichrist and the false prophet.  Rev 13


Revival of the Roman Empire.  Dan 2:4-12; 7:7-8; Rev 13:1;17:12


The antichrist's seven-year convenant with Israel. Dan 9:27; Isa 28:18


Pouring out of the six seals.  Rev 6


The regathering of Israel to her land.  Eze 37:1-14;Isa 43:5-6


Sealing of the 144,000 Jews.  Rev 7:1-14; Mt 14:14


Rebuilding of the Jewish Temple.  Dan 9:27; 12:11; Mt 24:15; 2 Thes 2:4; Rev 11:2; 13:14-15


Ministry of the two witnesses.  Rev 11:3-13


          MIDDLE PART (BRIEF UNDETERMINED PERIOD)


Gog and Magog invasion into Palestine. ??  Eze 38-39


The martyrdom of the two witnesses.  Rev 11:7


The martyrdom of the 144,000.  Rev 14:1-5


The casting out of Satan from heaven.  Rev 12:3-15


The destruction of the false church.  Rev 17:16


          LAST THREE AND ONE-HALF YEARS


The full manifestation of the antichrist.  Rev 13:16-18


The world wide persecution of Israel.  Dan 12:1; Zech 11:16; Mt 24:21; Rev 12:13


The pouring out of the last seal judgment.  Rev 8:9; 11:15-19


The messages of three special angels.  Rev 14:6-12


The pouring out of the seven vials of judgments.  Rev 16


The destruction of economic and political Babylon.  Rev 18


The battle of Armageddon.  Psa 2:1-5,9; Isa 34:1-6; 63:3-4,6; Joel 3:29-31; Zech 12:2; 14:2-3,12; Rev 14:14-20; 16:16; 19:11-21





THE SOUNDING OF THE 7TH TRUMPET AND THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST


      Scripture:  Mt 24:29-30; Rev 11:15; 19:11-16


The Importance of the Second Coming of Christ - The Second Coming is very prominent in Scripture.  It appears more than 300 times in the New Testament.  It is covered eight times more than the First Coming.  It is referred to in the New Testament more than any other doctrine.  It is the key to the understanding of Scripture.


Doctrine - The person and work of Christ as Prophet, Priest, and King.


               Salvation - Past, Present, Future.  Church, the Bride of Christ.


Covenants - Abrahamic, Davidic, Palestinian, and New.


Ordinances 


Baptism pictures the newness of life which becomes real at the resurrection.


The Lord's Supper - until His Coming.  It is the hope of the Church.


Blessed Hope - Tit 2:13


Living Hope - 1 Pet 1:3


Purifying Hope - 1 Jn 3:2-3


Some Wrong Viewpoints:


Came with Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.  This is wrong because the Coming of Christ is still looked to as hope of the Church and the saints of tribulation after Pentecost.


The conversion of the individual.  Paul was saved but still looked forward to the Coming of Christ.


Jesus came at the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.  The problem with this is that John was still looking for Christ's Coming in 95 A.D. in the Book of Revelation.


Coming of Christ at the death of the believer.  Not all believers die - 1 Cor 15:51-ff.


The Chronology of the Second Coming


From Heaven to Mt. Olives.  Zech 12:2; 14:13-15; Rev 14:19-20; 19:17-21


To regather and restore Israel.  Isa 43:5-6; Jer 24:6; Eze 36:28; Amos 9:14-15; Mic 7:18-19; Mt 24:31


To separate the Sheep and Goat nations.  Mt 25:31-46


To bind Satan.  Rom 16:20; Rev 20:1-3


To resurrect Old Testament and Tribulation Saints.


               Job 19:25-26; Psa 49:15; Isa 25:8; 26:19; Dan 12:2;


               Hos 13:14; Jn 5:28-29; Heb 11:35; Rev 20:4-5


To judge fallen angels.  Mk 1:23-24; 1 Cor 6:3; 2 Pet 2:4; Jude 1:6




















THE ONE THOUSAND YEAR MILLENNIUM


      Scripture:  Isa 2:2-4; 25:18; 35:1,8,10; 65:20,25


The Purpose of the Millennium


To reward the saints of God.  Psa 58:11; Isa 40:10; Prov 11:18; Mt 16:27; Rev 22:12


To answer the often-prayed model prayer.  Mt 6:9-13


To redeem creation.  Rom 8:19-22


To fulfill the Abrahamic Covenant.  Gen 12:1-3; 13:14-17; 15:5,7; 17:7-8; 18:21; 22:17-18


To fulfill the Davidic Covenant.  2 Sam 7:12-16; 23:5; 2 Chron 13:5


To fulfill the New Covenant.  Jer 31:31-34; Isa 42:6; Heb 8:7-12


The Titles of the Millennium


The World to Come.  Heb 2:5


The Kingdom of Heaven.  Mt 5:10


The Kingdom of God.  Mk 1:14


The Last Day.  Jn 6:40


The Regeneration.  Mt 19:28


The Times of Refreshing.  Acts 3:19


The Restitution of All Things.  Acts 3:21


The Day of Christ. 1 Cor 1:8; 5:5; 2 Cor 1:14; Phil 1:6; 2:16


The Nature of the Millennium


Peace.  Isa 2:4; 9:4-7; 11:6-9; 32:17-18; 33:5-6; 54:13; 55:12; 60:18; 65:25; 66:12; Eze 28:26; 34:25; Hos 2:18; Mic 4:2; Zech 9:10


Joy.  Isa 9:4-7; 12:3-6; 14:7-8; 25:8-9; 30:29; 42:1; 52:9; 60:15; 61:7,10; 65:18-19; 66:10-14; Jer 30:18-19; 31:13-14; Zeph 3:14-17; Zech 8:18-19; 10:6-7


Holiness.  Isa 1:16-27; 4:3-4; 29:18-23; 31:6-7; 35:8-9; 52:1; 60:21; 61:10; Jer 31:23; Ezek 36:24-31; 37:23-24; 43:7-12; 45:1; Joel 3:21; Zeph 3:11-13; 8:3; 13:1-2; 14:20-21


Glory.  Isa 4:2; 24:23; 35:2; 40:5; 60:1-9


Comfort.  Isa 12:1-2; 29:22-23; 30:26; 40:1-2; 49:13; 51:3; 61:3-7; 66:13-14; Jer 31:23-25; Zeph 3:18-20; Zech 9:11-12; Rev 21:4


Justice.  Isa 9:7; 11:5; 32:16; 42:1-4; 65:21-23; Jer 23:5;31:29-30


Full knowledge.  Isa 11:1-2,9; 41:19-20; 54:13; Hab 2:14


Instruction.  Isa 2:2-3; 12:3-6; 25:9; 29:17-24; 30:20-21;32:3-4; 49:10; 52:8; Jer 3:14-15; 23:1-4; Mic 4:2


The removal of the curse.  Isa 11:6-9; 35:9; 65:25


Sickness removed.  Isa 33:24; Jer 30:17; Eze 34:16


Healing of the deformed.  Isa 29:17-19; 35:3-6; 61:1-2; Jer 31:8; Mic 4:6-7; Zeph 3:19


Protection.  Isa 41:8-14; 62:8-9; Jer 23:6; 32:27; Eze 34:27; Joel 3:16-17; Amos 9:15; Zech 8:14-15; 9:8; 14:10-11;


Freedom from oppression.  Isa 14:3-6; 42:6-7; 49:8-9;Zech 9:11-12


No immaturity.  Isa 65:20


Reproduction by the living people.  Jer 30:20; 31:29;Ezek 47:22; Zech 10:8


Labor.  Isa 62:8-9; 65:21-23; Jer 31:5; Eze 48:18-19


Economic Prosperity.  Isa 4:1; 30:23-25; 35:1-2,7; 62:8-9; 65:21-23; Jer 31:5,12; Eze 34:26; Mic 4:1,4; Zech 8:11-12; 9:16-17; Eze 36:29-30; Joel 2:11-17; Amos 9:13-14


Increase of light.  Isa 4:5; 30:26; 60:19-20; Zech 2:5


Unified language.  Zeph 3:9


Unified worship.  Isa 45:21; 52:1,7-10; 66:17-23; Zech 8:23; 9:7: 13:2; 14:16; Zeph 3:9; Mal 1:11; Rev 5:9-14


The manifest presence of God.  Eze 37:27-28; Zech 2:2,10-13; Rev 21:3


The fullness of the Spirit.  Isa 32:13-15; 41:1; 43:3; 59:19; 59:21; 61:1; Eze 36:26-27; 37:14; 39:29; Joel 2:28-29; Eze 11:19-20


The Geography of the Millennium


Palestine - to be greatly enlarged.  Isa 26:15; Obad 1:17-21; Zech 14:4,8,10; Joel 3:18; Eze 47:8,9,12


Jerusalem - to become the worship center of the world.


                Mic 4:1; Isa 2:2-3; Zech 14:10; Eze 45:35; 48:35


The Temple in the Millennium - The Last of Seven Great Scriptural 


          Temples.  These are:


The tabernacle of Moses - Exodus 40 (1500-1000 BC).


The temple of Solomon - 1 Kings 8 (1000-586 BC).


The temple of Zerubbabel (rebuilt later by Herod) - Ezra 6; John 2 (516 BC to 70 AD).


The temple of the Body of Jesus - John 2:21 (4 BC to 30 AD).


The Spiritual Temple, the Church - Acts 2; 1 Thes 4 (from Pentecost till the Rapture).


The Tribulation Temple - Rev 11 (from the Rapture till Armageddon).


The Millennial Temple - Ez 40-48; Joel 3:18; Isa 2:3; 60:13; Dan 9:24; Hag 2:7-9





THE FINAL REVOLT OF SATAN - REV 20:7-10





THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT


The Fact of this Throne - Heb 9:27; Rev 20:11-15; Dan 7:9-10


The Judge of this Throne - Jn 5:22,27; Acts 10:40,42; 2 Tim 4:1


The Jury at this Throne - Five Sets of Books


The Book of Conscience - Rom 2:15


The Book of Words - Mt 12:36-37


The Book of Secret Works - Rom 2:16; Eccl 12:14


The Book of Public Works - 2 Cor 11:15; Mt 16:27


The Book of Life - Ex 32:32,33; Psa 69:28; Dan 12:1; Phil 4:3; Rev 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12,15; 21:27; 22:19


The Judged at this Throne - Psa 9:17


The Judgment at this Throne - The Eternal Lake of Fire Rev 20:14,15; Mt 25:41,46





THE DESTRUCTION OF THIS PRESENT EARTH AND HEAVEN 


 Mt 24:35; Heb 1:10-12; 2 Pet 3:3-12.





THE CREATION OF A NEW HEAVEN AND EARTH. 


Isa 65:17; 22; 2 Pet 3:13,14 Rev 21:1.





ETERNITY!  


Eph 2:7
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