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The doctrine of Christ may include both a study of His person and His work.  Since His principle work is the Atonement, this will be covered in a study of “soteriology”.  This doctrine can be organized more or less chronologically.  The doctrine of the person of Christ is crucial to the Christian faith.  It is needed before one can start learning the doctrine of soteriology (salvation), for IF our Lord was not what He claimed to be, then His atonement was a deficient, not sufficient, payment for sin.



“The close kinship of Christ with Christianity is one of the distinct features of the Christian religion.  If you take away the name of Buddha from Buddhism and remove the personal revealer entirely from his system; if you take away the personality of Muhammad from Muhammadanism, or the personality of Zoroaster from the religion of the Parsees, the entire doctrine of these religions would still be left intact -- 



-- Their practical value, such as it is, would not be imperiled or lessened. But take away from Christianity the name and person of Jesus Christ  and what have you left?  Nothing!  The whole substance and strength of the Christian faith centers in Jesus Christ.  Without Him there is absolutely nothing.” – Sinclair Patterson.



God’s method of redemption was through the seed of the women (Gen. 3:15). The redeemer was to be born of a women, born under the law (Gal. 4:4). He needed to be both human and divine so that he might be able to reconcile man to God.  Reconciliation could only be accomplished through the incarnation, God being made flesh.





I.   INTRODUCTION

     It is important to have a proper understanding of the man, Christ

     Jesus, in order to understand what God's plan is for mankind.

     A.  The Person and the Work of Christ

         1.  It is necessary to relate the person and the work in order 		 to have a proper understanding.  In order to have a 

		 sufficient work you must have a person behind it.

         2.  The character of His person affirms the worth of His work.

         3.  Who He is gives meaning to what He did and what He did 

		 gives meaning to who He is.  2 Cor 5:21 

             Must magnify the person and the work not one or the other.

     B.  Foundational Truths that are Basic to any True Study of 

	   Christ or Salvation

         1.  Total depravity is a result of sin.

         2.  The provision is totally God's.  We provide nothing in our

             salvation.

         3.  The provision is total and complete.  It covers everything;

             past, present, and future.

             a.  Covers the Past      Ac 16:31

                 Have been saved from the Penalty of sin.

             b.  Covers the Present   1Jo 1:7; Ro 6:14

                 Are being saved from the Power of sin.

             c.  Covers the Future    Heb 9:28

                 Will be saved from the Presence of sin.

          NOTE:  Any major doctrine works that way.

                 For example:  Sanctification.

     C.  Divine Motive in Saving Sinners

         1.  To satisfy His love.     Joh 3:16; Rom 5:8

         2.  To manifest His grace.   Eph 2:7-8

 

II.   THE PERSON OF CHRIST: HISTORICAL VIEWS AND PREINCARNATE STATE 

A historical survey of the views respecting the person of Christ shows that there has been a great diversity of views concerning his person; the most outstanding are as follows:

 The Ebonites - In the second century this group was a remnant of extreme Judaizing Christianity. 

Taught - Jesus was the son of Joseph and Mary.

Jesus fulfilled the Mosaic Law as a mere human being.

God chose him to be the Messiah.  This consciousness that God chose him to be the Messiah came at his baptism, when He received the Holy Spirit.

The deity and virgin birth are completely denied.

They believed that Christ Deity seemed to be incompatible with the monotheism.

The heresy is obvious.

The Gnostics - Whereas the Ebionites demonstrated a Jewish perversion from the truth, the Gnostics represented a Gentile perversion.

The basis for dualism running through it: the higher the lower; the spirit and the flesh; the good and the evil; the YING and the YANG.

Because the flesh was considered evil, surely God could not become flesh. 

The person of Christ was approached in one of two ways.

Cerinthian Gnostics - taught that the divine Christ came upon the human Jesus at his baptism and departed shortly before his death.

Docetic Gnostics - taught that Jesus was actually a kind of phantom, and only had the appearance of flesh.

In the late first century Marcion and the Gnostics taught that Christ only appeared to be a man. The Apostle John refers to this false teaching  in 1 John 4:1-3.

This heresy undermines not only the reality of the incarnation but the validity of the Atonement and bodily resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Incipient Gnostic is touched upon in the Epistles of Colossians,  1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 John, Jude, and Revelations.

Their doctrinal errors as it relates to the person of Christ is strongly refuted in such passages as: Col. 1:15-18; 2:9; Heb. 2:14; 1 John 2:22f.; 4:2-6, 15; 5:1-6; and 2 John 7

The Arians - 

In the early fourth century, Arius of Alexandria championed the position that the Christ may be called God, but he was not a true God.

In no way was he equal with God in neither essence nor eternity.

Before time was, Christ was created.  He is the “Logos of God”, denying the eternality of Christ.

Christ was the first-born of all creation.

Christ was the agent in fashioning the world.

In the incarnation, the “Logos of God” entered a human body and taking the place of the human spirit.

Christ was neither fully God nor fully human.

Arians held that the divine nature of Christ was similar to God, homoiousian, but not the same, homoousian. 

The Nicean Council, held in 325 AD, rejected Arianism as heresy and declared that Jesus Christ was begotten, not made, and was of one substance with the father.

The Apollinarians - the younger died around 390 AD, the Nicean Council did not bring the controversy to an end, for the relationship of the two natures of Christ to one another was not clarified.  There were a danger of the two extremes; on one hand, the divine nature could so absorb the human and the human would lose its identity, or on the other hand, the two identities of the two natures could be so separated that Christ virtually would be two persons.  

Apollinarians teach, Christ virtually was two persons.

Argued that Jesus had a true body and animal soul.

Argued that Jesus did not have a rational spirit or mind.

The “Logos of God” filled the place of human intelligence (this assumes a trichotomous view of man).

This doctrine, as stated by the Apollinarians, destroys the full humanity of Christ.

Sought to avoid undue separation of the natures of Christ.

The First Council of Constantinople, held in 381 AD, rejected this view as Heresy.

	E. The Nestorians     

Rejected the real union of the two natures of Christ into one person, and implied a twofold personality.

The “Logos of God” dwelt in the man Jesus, so that the union of the two natures was somewhat analogous to the indwelling of the Spirit.

This view endangers the true deity of Christ, since he was distinguished from other men in whom God dwelt only by the plenitude of his presence and the absolute control that the divine in Christ exercised over the human.

The Synod of Ephesus, in 431 AD, condemned this teaching.

The Eutychians (also called Monophysites)

They where led to the opposite extreme from the Nestorians.

They held that there were not two natures but only one nature in Christ.

All of Christ was divine, even his body.

The divine and human in Christ were mingled into one, which constituted a third nature.

Called Monophysites because they virtually reduced the two natures of Christ to one.

The Council of Chalcedon, in 451 AD, condemned this doctrine.

Some of the Monophysites followers after 451 AD taught that Jesus had but one will though conceding verbally that He had two natures. This belief is called monothelitism.  

The Third Council of Constantinople, in 681 AD, condemned the Monophysites doctrine.  It declared that in Christ exist two distinct natures, a human and a divine, and that therefore there are of necessity two intelligence’s and two wills. 

The Orthodox View - the Council of Chalcedon, in 451 AD, established what has been the position of the Christian Church.

There is one Jesus Christ, but he has two natures, the human and the divine.  

He is truly God and truly man, composed of body and rational soul. (Following are my personal notes for a better understanding of the term rational soul, and not of the Council of Chalcedon of 451 AD -- see the Doctrine of Man for a further in-depth study of the soul of man):

The Soul is the seat and source of varying emotions and appetites.(Gen. 42:21; Duet. 12:15; I Sam. 2:16; Isa 61:10).

The soul is the “man of the man - the diamond in the ring - a spark of celestial brightness” Herbert Lockyer

The Soul is derived from the union of the body and the spirit, and in turn is that which unifies them.

Man has a body and spirit, but he is a soul, he became a living soul, the infusion of immaterial spirit into the material frame.  

Spirit can exist apart from the body, and the body can exist apart from the spirit, but the soul cannot exist while spirit and body are apart.

rational soul implies that it is the principle of the rational and immortal life comprising reason, the moral and religious matters.

the soul has higher powers, intellectual, moral and religious and will have immortal existance.

the rational soul is what seperates us from the animal kingdom.

He is consubstantial with the Father in his Deity and consubstantial with the man in his humanity, except for SIN.

In his deity he was begotten of the Father before time, and

In his humanity born of the virgin Mary.

The distinction between their natures is not dismissed by either their union, but the specific character of each nature is preserved and they are united in one person.

Jesus is not split or divided into two persons; he is one person, the Son of God.

	

III.  THE NAMES OF THE SECOND PERSON OF THE GODHEAD.

      A.  Jesus - Jehovah, Our Saviour. 

Found 612 times in the four gospels and 71 times in the

 		 rest of the New Testament.

          2. This is the personal name of the Lord.

          3. Equal to the name of Joshua in the Old Testament.

          4. This is the human name of God.

      B.  Christ - Anointed One.

          1.  Anointed prophet.  Ac 3:22-23

          2.  Anointed priest.   Heb 4:14-15

          3.  Anointed king.     Lk 1:31-33

       NOTE: Before His death, burial, and resurrection, it is the name

              Jesus that is emphasized; and after it is the name Christ

  that is emphasized.  Jesus is His earthly name and Christ

  is His heavenly name.

Messiah - It is the Hebrew word with the same meaning as 

   Christ. John 1:41; 4:25

      D.  Lord - The title of deity or that of authority.  In context.

      E.  I Am - Based on the Old Testament word Jehovah or Yahweh.

          Ex. 3:13-15; John 8:58; 18:4-6

          1.  Bread.  John 6:35

          2.  Light.  John 8:12

          3.  Door.   John 10:9

          4.  Good Shepherd.  John 10:11

          5.  Resurrection.   John 11:25

          6.  Way, Truth, and Life.  John 14:6

          7.  Vine.  John 15:1

Son of God - The title of personal glory and deity. Luke 1:35

Dr. James Orr says, in speaking of his title Son of God as ascribed to Christ:



“ This title is one to which there can be no finite comparison or analogy.  The oneness with God which it designates is not such reflex influenced of the divine thought and character such as man and angels may attain, but identity of essence constituting him not God-like alone, but God.  Others may be children of God in a moral sense; but by his right of elemental nature, none but He; He is herein, the only Son; so little separate, so close to the inner divine life which He expresses, that He is in the bosom of the Father.  This language denotes two natures homogeneous, entirely one, and both so essential to the Godhead that neither can be omitted from any truth you speak of it.” – Dr. James Orr 



The expression of “child” or “children”, like that of the “father” is an Oriental form of speech, and is designed to show some relationship between the person to whom it is applied and certain qualities existing in the person, or certain circumstances connected with him; these qualities or circumstances being the result of that relationship. We find similar idiom in the word “son” and “daughter.”



This grand divine title expressing Christ’s divine and personal glory occurs some 50 times in Scripture.  In the majority of occurrences of this title when used through out the Gospels, it is used to describe the impression He made on others.  His was a supernatural relationship with God, revealing itself in supernatural power. 

  

The idea of son stems from the Hebrew concept which means

 		 one who partakes of qualities or has the characteristics 

 of whatever one is said to be a son of.  Examples:

             a.  Judas - Son of Perdition.   John 17:12

             b.  Barnabas - Son of Consolation.  Ac 4:36

Even though "son of" can mean "offspring", it also carries

 		 the meaning of "the order of".  Examples:

             a.  Sons of the prophets.

             b.  Sons of the singers.

The Son of God, when used about our Lord, means the order

 of God.  Jesus has the qualities and the characteristics 

 of God. Also, He fulfills the order of God.

While it may be true that in the synoptic Gospels Jesus may not have said to have claimed this title for Himself, yet He unhesitatingly accepted it when used of Him and addressed to Him by others.

Charges against Him support that Jesus accepted this Honor for Himself.  

Matt. 27:40,43cf. “For he said, I am the Son of God” 

Mark 14:61-cf. “Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? And Jesus said, I am.”

Luke 22:70 “Art thou then the Son of God? And he said unto them, Ye say that I am.”

John 5:25; 10:36; 11:4 Jesus plainly calls Himself the Son of God.

The Argument for “Son of God” and not “a son of God”

If when He called himself “the Son of God” He did not mean more than that He was “a son of God”, why then did the high priest accused Him of blasphemy when He claimed the title? Matt. 26:61-63

Mark 12:6 indicates a special sonship. The sonship of Christ is human and historical, it is true; but it is more: it is transcendent, unique, solitary.

John 5:18 shows this unique and solitary lay in this title seems clear.

Matthew 4:3-6 Satan and his demons refer to Jesus as the Son of God.

Son of God - Special Note: The plural, "sons of God," is used Ge 6:2,4 to denote the pious descendants of Seth. In Job 1:6 38:7 this name is applied to the angels. Hosea uses the phrase Ho 1:10 to designate the gracious relation in which men stand to God.

In the New Testament this phrase frequently denotes the relation into which we are brought to God by adoption Ro 8:14,19 2Co 6:18 Ga 4:5,6 Php 2:15 1Jo 3:1,2.

It occurs thirty-seven times in the New Testament as the distinctive title of our Saviour. 

He does not bear this title in consequence of his miraculous birth, nor of his incarnation, his resurrection, and exaltation to the Father's right hand.

This is a title of nature and not of office. 

The sonship of Christ denotes his equality with the Father. 

To call Christ the Son of God is to assert his true and proper divinity. The second Person of the Trinity, because of his eternal relation to the first Person, is the Son of God. 

He is the Son of God as to his divine nature, while as to his human nature he is the Son of David Ro 1:3,4 Compare: Ga 4:4 Joh 1:1-14 5:18-25 Joh 10:30-38 which prove that Christ was the Son of God before his incarnation, and that his claim to this title is a claim of equality with God). 

When used with reference to creatures, whether men or angels, this word is always in the plural. In the singular it is always used of the second Person of the Trinity, with the single exception of Lu 3:38 where it is used of Adam.

Distinctions existing between the Titles “Son of God” and “Son of Man.”

As the Son of God, Christ is “heir of all things” and invested with “all power” (Matt. 28:18; Heb. 1:2) 

As the Son of Man, earthly relationships and dominions over the earth are utmost (Heb. 2:8,9; Psa 8:1-8; Eph. 1:11) 

As the Son of God, He has life and power to communicate that life both physically and spiritually (John 5:25-26; 17:1-2).  

As the Son of Man, all authority to execute judgment is given Him by the Father (John 5:27; Acts 17:31).  

As the Son of God, He has claim to Deity or equality with God, with this unique relationship constituting the only ground of His appeal to learn of God (Matt 11:27-30).  

As the Son of Man, He will come in glory to Israel, and to the Gentiles on earth when He comes to rule (Matt. 13:41; 24:30; 25:31). 

Under this self-designation Christ asserts for Himself:

Power over the religious ordinances of Israel (Mark  2:28)

Divine prerogative for forgiving sins (Mark 2:10)

Career Suffering, betrayal, and death (Mark 9:31;  10:33; 14:21).

Resurrection from the grave (Mark 10:34)

 Ascension to the right hand of the power (Mark 14:62).

Return in great power and glory (Mark 8:38; 13:26).

G.  Son of Man - Stresses the humanity of Jesus.  Luke 9:58

          1. Comes from Dan  Dan. 7:13.

          2. The millennium title of Christ.

          3. This name is only used by Christ in reference to Himself

             except in the New Testament.  

This name is used 83 times in the Gospels and once in Acts  7:56 - Mankind  Heb 2:6

Carries an enormous weight, Jesus used this name of himself.  Read all eighty-eight of these in one sitting.

Jesus as he stood before the Sanhedrin, going before His final confrontation with the religious leaders, 

He was asked if He was the “Christ, the Son of God” (Matt. 26:63) Christ answered with a simple “I am” (Mark 14:62). 

Mark 14:62 And Jesus said, “I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven”

Is it conceivable that all the Doctors of the Law    and all the members of the priesthood who sat in judgment at that moment could have missed the allusion to the power and authority given the Son of Man in Daniel 7:13-14? NO!

Having made the connection; Is is possible to believe they didn’t find it absolutely blasphemous that this weak, tired, soon-to-die human being should equate himself, not only with the Mighty One, but with the glorified being Daniel described? NO!

The High Priest rent his clothes in symbolic mourning at the enormity of the “crime” Jesus had committed.

How must the these religious leaders responded to Stephen’s words in Acts 7:56 - And said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.”

H.  Son of Abraham -  Ma 1:11; Gal 3:16

          This name places Jesus as a member of the chosen race which

 	    began with Abraham.

      I.  Son of David - This is the royal title of Jesus.  Mt 10:47

          Kingly right!   2Sa 7:12; Ps 89:3-4; Ro 1:3

Jesus received the blood right from Mary, who was a descendent of David through his son Nathan, Luke 3:31 and 

Jesus received the legal title to the throne from Joseph, who was the offspring of David through Solomon,  Mat. 1:1.

      J.  Son of the Highest - Shows His pre-eminence.  Luke 1:33

      K.  Second Man - Same as the second Adam.   1Co 15:47

          Both are representatives of God.  1Co 15:45-47; Ro 5:12-21

      L.  The Word -  John 1:1-2

Greek philosophy said the word (logos) was the all-

       prevailing energy of the universe and this energy could 

 not dwell directly in a person but had to go through a 

 long, abstract series of intermediary steps down to the

 person.

          2. Jesus is the expression of God (logos) in His person,

             attributes, and activity.

      M.  Emmanuel - God with us.  Mat. 1:23; Heb 13:5-6

 Saviour - Denotes deliverance from all sin and everything

    touched by sin.   Lk 2:11

      O.  Rabbi - A spiritual teacher.  John 1:38; 20:16

      P.  Master - An instructor or teacher.  Mat. 9:11

      Q.  Alpha and Omega - The beginning and the ending. Rev 1:8

      R.  Only Begotten Son - The uniqueness of Jesus. John 3:16

          His eternity and deity sets Him apart.

      S.  First Begotten - Ro 8:29; Heb 1:6; Col 1:15,18

          1.  This does not teach Jesus was created but it shows He has

              sovereign control over everything.  By His resurrection, 

  He has complete mastery over death; He has priority of 

  resurrection.  He has been the only one who has gone into

  death and come out the other side.  

  Firstborn from the dead means more to follow.

  The Church is called the firstborn.  The Old Testament

  saints will not be resurrected until after the Church. 

  Jesus out ranks the Church, He's the firstborn of God.  

  The Church is the firstborn of Christ. Heb 12:23

Lamb of God - Complete provision!  John 1:29

Lord of the Sabbath - Matthew 12:8; Mark 2:28; Luke 6:5

Christ is called GOD

John 1:1 proclaims Deity: “The Word was God” note that it does not say “a god”. 

John 1:18 proclaims Deity: “No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.”

John 20:28, Thomas proclaims the Deity of Christ in his declaration, it is an assertion not an expression of amazement but a confession of faith. NOTE: That Jesus accepts this confession of Faith and thought it not robbery, in other words, Christ equivalence of accepting Deity of Himself.

Romans 9:5, “Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.” 

Titus 2:13, Paul asserts the Deity of Christ, “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;”

Heb. 1:8 proclaims Deity: “But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.

I John 5:20, John writes: “And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life”

Christ is called the Lord.

Used in the days of Christ to signify sir, terms used of men (Acts 16:30).

The Title as used of Christ was applicable only to Deity, to God.  The ptolemies and the Roman Emperors would allow the name to be applied to them only when they permitted themselves to be deified. The Archaeological discoveries at Oxyrhyncus puts this fact beyond doubt.

Fifteen other proofs for the Deity of Christ.

Jesus is referred to as the Lord

Psalms 110:1, “The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.” 

Compare with Matthew 22:44, “The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool?” (also compare Mark 12:36; Luke 20:42)

NOTE:  Peter referred to it in his message to the Israelites and Jews in Acts 2:34. It is very important. 

NOTE: It is a prophecy that the Messiah Savior would be the divine Lord Himself. 

NOTE: Jesus said to the skeptics in His day who believed all religions were the same and everybody was trying to get to heaven the same, "How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my Lord...." (Matt. 22:43,44). 

NOTE: No Jewish father would think of calling his son "Lord." For an oriental that would be absolutely unthinkable; and yet David, by the Spirit, called his own son "Lord" in Psalm 110:1. Obviously, David's son "according to the flesh" was virgin born of Mary who came from David's line, but His Father was "God the Father" manifest in the flesh.  (See Note above concerning the term Son)

The Virgin Birth indicates God came to live with Man.

Isaiah 7:14 says, “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”  

Immanuel means “God with us.” 

God came to dwell with us in the person of Jesus Christ, John 1:14.

Matthew 1:23 says, “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

Always allow the Bible to speak for itself and more importantly define its own terms. 2 Tim 2:15

The Jesus Christ is called the Messiah, a divine name of God given to Christ in prophecy..

For example, in Isaiah 9:6 we read, "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given ... and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father...." Now only the Lord God Jehovah Himself could satisfy the requirement of these names. 

"The everlasting Father"; the Son was called that. That was not His name, but that is what He was called. His name was Jesus Christ. 

His name shall be called "Wonderful." 

His name shall be called "Counsellor," 

"The mighty God." 

The One prophesied to be the Messiah was to be God Himself. God of very God, "The mighty God," "The everlasting Father." 

Jesus said in John 10:30, "I and my Father are one." Notice, He never said, "I and my Father are identical." He said, "He that hath seen me hath seen the Father," but, of course, that was the Father's body. 

He never claimed that the Father was Jesus Christ. As a matter of fact, Jesus does not say, "I am the Trinity." He said, "I [one] and my Father [two] are one." 

So we say, "Three in One and One in Three, and the One in the middle died for me." Now, that is how it is going to have to be. 

The Trinity proves Christ to be God.

One of the main doctrines in the word of God. 

It was prophesied that Jesus Christ was to be "from everlasting." 

In Micah 5:2 we read, "But thou, Bethlehem ... out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose going forth have been from of old, from everlasting."

You will find that every "Bible" except the King James Bible attacks the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ Now, check the references. Don't take my word for it. Check them! 

Christ calls Himself the “I AM” of Exodus 3:14

Exodus 3:14 where God said to Moses, "I AM THAT I AM." He said, "Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you." 

Yet in John 8:58 in the New Testament "Jesus said to them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am." 

if you have a "Bible" that says, "Before Abraham was, I was," you have a "Bible" written by a Christ-rejecting, God-defying, Bible-blaspheming "Christian," and there are hundreds of them around these days. 

The word "Christian" these days covers a multitude of sins. It no longer denominates a sheepfold-it covers a menagerie. 

The Jews understood Jesus perfectly when He said, "I am." They thought that He had committed blasphemy for ascribing the name of God to Himself. 

In John 8 and 10 they promptly attempt to stone Jesus Christ. 

Now, why were they trying to stone Him? Because He committed blasphemy, and blasphemy under the Levitical law was punishable by death. 

What blasphemy did He commit unless He equated Himself with God? 

He did equate Himself with God. He said in John 8:58, "Before Abraham was, I am." 

He claimed an eternal presence-not a past tense. He didn't say, "Before Abraham was, I was," like Pastor Russell and Judge Rutherford had Him do. He didn't say that there was a time before Abraham that I was. He said, "Before Abraham was, I am." 

There never was a time when He wasn't. And they (the Jews) understood that. Death by stoning was the proper death penalty for this particular sin according to Leviticus 24:12-16. 

But Jesus had not sinned, for He truly was God. He was the great "I AM" in person. 

When He said, "I am." He never got off their backs. He would say, "I am the way, I am ... the truth, I am the door, I am the bread of life, I am the good shepherd ... no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." 

He claimed Deity. 

Now, what was He? A liar? Or, are you? 

Jesus Christ claimed things for Himself what no man could claim unless He was claiming to be God He said that no man could come unto God except by Him. Think carefully about the following thoughts:

Is that a proper statement for any religious leader to make? - true many make them but are they truly believable?

He said, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt. 11:28). Could anybody on earth do that or get anybody to believe it?

Christ didn't claim to be a way-He said, 'I am the way.' 

Christ didn't claim to have a truth-He said, "I am ... the truth"-the truth incarnate. 

Quite a claim, “I AM THE TRUTH” don't you think? for a fakir or a charlatan? Isn't that quite a claim for a religious quack? Wouldn't you call that "humbuggery" for a religious leader to stand up and say, "I am ... the truth." and not allow anybody else any leeway, and say, "I am the way ... no man cometh unto the Father, but by me" (John 14:6), and if you try to get saved by Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, Protestantism, Judaism, Taoism, Satanism, or B'nai Berithism, you are not going to make it. 

NOTE: If Jesus Christ were not "God manifest in the flesh," He was the biggest deluded fool that ever lived on the face of this earth. 

Jesus Christ let people bow down and worship Him. 

If Christ let Himself be worshipped and He wasn't Jehovah God manifest in the flesh, then He caused everybody that worshipped Him to sin against God and break the law. 

Why, if Jesus Christ were not God manifest in the flesh then He was a sacrilegious rascal. The very idea of some of you nuts following Jesus Christ as the great revolutionary, the great overthrower of the establishment, without believing that He was God. 

He said in John 3:36, "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him." Jesus Christ said if a man didn't believe on Him, God was angry with him and stayed angry with him twenty-four hours a day. 

        6. Christ forgave Sin, an attribute that ONLY God can perform.

The sixth proof of Christ's Deity is that He forgave sins.

In Mark 2:5 He says, "Son, thy sins be forgiven thee." And they answered correctly that "only God can forgive sins." 

In Mark 2:7 they said, "Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God only?" The Jews were correct, for only God can forgive sins because sin is transgression against the law, and only the aggrieved Lawgiver can forgive the guilty one. 

The One who gave the law was God. 

In forgiving sin Jesus either blasphemed, or He claimed He was God. That is all! There is no way to make Him a good man without making Him God manifest in the flesh.

A young man said to Him in Matthew 19:16, "Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?" And He said, "Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God," which is so much as saying, "If I am not God, I am no good." 

"Sermon on the Mount" is nothing but pagan discourse if the man who spoke it is not "God manifest in the flesh." If the man who spoke that discourse was not God manifest in the flesh then the "Sermon on the Mount" is nothing but Socratic dialogue, a product of a depraved pagan imagination. Why, would you like the Sermon on the Mount if it were preached by a congenital liar? 

Jesus claims equality with the Father.

Jesus claimed equality with the Father and the Holy Spirit. 

This is evident in the baptismal formula of Matthew 28:19 where He said, "baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son. and of the Holy Ghost"; 

and in the benediction of 2 Corinthians 13:14, where the names of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all linked together. 

Jesus claimed Omnipresence.

Jesus claimed Omnipresence. To be Omnipresent is a characteristic (incommunicable attributes) of God Almighty

He claimed to be present everywhere at once, which is not true of angels nor of men. In Matthew 18:20 Jesus promised to be anywhere and everywhere at the same time. 

In Matthew 18:20 He said, "For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them." 

How do you accomplish that if you are not Omnipresent? How do you do that unless you are God? 

	   9. Jesus claimed Omniscience. 

Jesus claimed Omniscience. Omniscience is to know all things at the same time and be cognizant of everything. This is a characteristic that is exclusive of God Himself.

Jesus claimed this power. This fact is evident in Mark 11:2-6 in the description of the colt and the triumphant entry. 

Jesus exercised this gift in Matthew 12:40 and Matthew 24:3-31. 

	  10. Jesus claimed Omnipotence. 

Jesus Christ also claimed Omnipotence. This is the third attribute of the Godhead, which is incommunicable, one of the essential attributes of God. 

Omnipotence, all-power, is another exclusive attribute of the Lord God Almighty, Jehovah God the Father. 

In Matthew 28:18 the Lord Jesus Christ said, "All power is given unto me...." 

Not the church! "All power is given unto me." 

Not the devil. "All power is given unto me." 

Not the United Nations. "All power is given unto me."

 Not Buddha or Mohammed. "All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth." 

Now, there is as blatant a lie as you've ever heard if Jesus Christ wasn't God manifest in the flesh. 

Jesus Christ has Creative Powers.

Jesus Christ had creative power. To bring something into being from nothing (that is creation) is possible only by God. 

There is no man who ever lived who could make life out of nothing. 

They are working with enzymes (which are already there) and amino acids and genetic codes (which are already there), and they're pretending that life came from the dead automatically, and trying to pretend it came from nothing, 

The fact is, only God can bring something from nothing. 

Jesus Christ was active in creation and continues to maintain the world according to the testimony of Colossians 1, John 1 and Hebrews 1. 

These verses say that Jesus Christ was the Author of creation, 

that there was nothing made that was not made by Him, without Him there was "not anything made that was made." 

He sustains all things and holds them up by the word of His power and He is the Creator of "all things ... visible and invisible... dominions... powers" in this world and the world to come. 

What a thing for a man to claim that is just a religious leader! You didn't find Buddha claiming that power. Why, Mohammed wouldn't dare claim that power. 

The power to create the universe? That is what is claimed by Jesus Christ. 

Jesus Christ had power over the elements. 

In Luke 8:24 Jesus rebuked the wind, and it obeyed Him, and there was a great calm at once. 

In Mark 4:39 Jesus calmed the waves of a raging sea, a power not of man but of God only. 

In Matthew 14:25 Jesus walked on the water, and this ability is denied to ordinary men. 

They say all kinds of things to get rid of the Deity of Christ. 

They say He didn't walk on the water-He walked on the ice. 

Did you ever see ice cakes a man could walk on in Galilee with a wind storm up? 

Don't you think a commercial fisherman would have known how to walk on ice if it could have been done? 

Do you mean to tell me Simon Peter, who was a fisherman all his life, didn't know more about Galilee than you do? 

Do you think that when a hurricane comes off the coast of Hatteras, or off the coast of Cuba, or in the Gulf of Mexico there's any body of scientists that can make it lie down and get quiet? 

When those winds come in at 150 and 200 miles per hour like Agnes, Myrtle, and Camille, do you think any amount of "scientific knowledge," or any body or group of scientists at Cape Canaveral or Johnson Space Center can do anything but get off the coast and pray, or get drunk and curse? Christ can tell it to shut up and go to sleep like a baby in his mother's bosom, according to the record. 

Is the recorder a liar? He was an eyewitness.  

	   13. Christ received Worship due only to God.

In John 9:38 the man who had been healed of blindness recognized Him as Savior and said, "Lord I believe. And he worshipped him." 

Why didn't Jesus Christ tell him to get up? The idea of accepting worship from a man! 

And Jesus always accepted it. 

In Matthew 14 the Bible says that after the storm at sea, "they ... worshipped Him." 

In Luke 24 the Bible says that when He ascended up "they worshipped Him" and returned to Jerusalem. 

Consider and think about if He wasn't God? 

consider what people say that it doesn't make any difference whether you believe or not that He was God manifest in the flesh? 

Do you think that I would listen to a man that let people bow down and worship him-do you think I would let him teach me how to live-unless he was God? 

He let people bow down and worship Him as God. 

    	   14. Thomas proclaimed Christ to be God.

In John 20:28 Thomas answered and said unto Him, "My Lord and my God." 

Not saying that "Lord was a term of politeness" 

and worship meant bowing down as an Oriental did. 

Jesus Christ accepted worship as God,

Commended men for doing it.

Allowed them to do it. 

Encouraged them to do it. 

Never refused it. 

Now, do you see the limits to which the depraved imagination of the unregenerate mind will go to get around the truth in dealing with these matters? 

There seems to be almost no limit to which the unregenerate mind will not acclimate itself in order to deny the factual documented evidence. 

The evidence presented in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John is that the Lord Jesus Christ would accept worship, encourage it, tolerate it, promote it, and would never refuse it. 

In Luke 4:8 Jesus said to Satan at the time of the temptation, "Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve." 

To worship anyone but the Lord God, according to Jesus Christ, is a terrible sin. 

Jesus Christ said to the devil, "It is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve." 

When Jesus accepted worship, He was saying to the world, "I am the LORD thy God."

If Jesus Christ let people worship Him and He was not God, then He broke "the first and great commandment" in Matthew 22:37, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind." 

He also broke the first commandment in Exodus 20, "Thou shalt have no other gods before me." 

If Jesus Christ were not God manifest in the flesh, then an Orthodox Jew is perfectly within his rights in saying that the saved Christians are idolators, and we are, because Jesus Christ professed to be the image of God. 

Hebrews 1:3 and John 14:9 ("he that hath seen me hath seen the Father") and Colossians 1:15 claim that Jesus Christ was God's image. 

Now, if you bow down to an image you are an idolater.

We're concerned about documented, factual evidence.

The evidence given in scripture by eyewitnesses, and documented by every religion in the world, 

is that an image is an idol, 

an idol is an image, and 

if Jesus Christ were the image of God He was an idol, and 

if you worship Him you are an idolater 

UNLESS He was God manifest in the flesh, 

I Timothy 3:16. Quit trying to present Jesus Christ as a good man, and a good teacher, and a religious leader without believing what He said. 

He said that a man was to worship and serve God only,  

He accepted worship. 

If Thomas made a mistake in calling Christ "Lord" and "God" then Jesus Christ would have corrected it at once. 

When Thomas bowed down and said "My Lord and my God," if Jesus Christ were not Lord and God He would have straightened Thomas out in fifteen seconds, but He didn't. 

He just let him lie there and worship. Thomas had told the truth, for Jesus was the Lord God, the eternal, pre-existent Creator.  

15. The resurrection of Jesus Christ proclaims His Deity.

Jesus Christ's resurrection clinches the matter. This is the strongest argument that Jesus is God. It is the capstone of all proof. 

Romans 1:4 Paul says that He was, "declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead." 

The verse specifically states that the resurrection declares Jesus is the Son of God. 

If Jesus were a fake, a liar, an impostor (or a mere man or even a superman), God would have left Him in the grave until the last day of judgment and condemned Him to hell for lying. 

If Jesus Christ was a fake or a liar and not "God manifest in the flesh," 

His body is in the grave

His soul is in hell headed for the lake of fire.

Romans 6:4, it was the Father, God Himself, who raised Jesus Christ from the dead. 

The laws of jurisprudence 

In the United States (when they deal with the credibility of a witness) state that if the testimony of an eyewitness has been reduced to writing after being proven true, and is on record, and the record is found in a proper repository, and no conclusive evidence has been presented since that time that the eyewitness' testimony is false, it must be accepted as credible. 

Five hundred Bible-believing Christians with high standards (higher than the Christian people of today) bore testimony to the fact that they saw Jesus Christ after He came up from the dead, and ate, talked, walked, and fellowshipped with Him more than a month before He went back to glory. 

They had a registered physician bearing testimony to their beliefs. You don't. 

We must come to a Conclusion. 

We must conclude that Jesus Christ is God. 

 He possesses the exclusive attributes of God. 

 He is eternal (Micah 5:2, Col. 1: 17). 

 He is unchangeable (Heb. 13:8). 

 He is omnipotent (Luke 8:24). 

 He is omnipresent (Matt. 28:20, John 3:13). 

 He is omniscient (Mark 11:2-6, John 2:24, Luke 5:22). 

 He is holy (Mark 1:24). 

 He is sinless (I Pet. 2:22). 

 He is just (Acts 3:14). 

He is a righteous judge (Acts 17:31). 

He is loving (John 15:13). 

He is merciful (Titus 3:5). 

He is faithful (2 Tim. 2:3). 

The five works of God are ascribed to Jesus Christ: 

 a. Creation (John 1:3) 

 b. Preservation (Heb. 1:3) 

 c. Forgiveness (Luke 7:48) 

 d. Raising the dead (John 6:39) 

 e. Judgment (John 5:22) 

We conclude that Jesus Christ was either God manifest in the flesh or He not only lied, but Matthew lied, Mark lied, Luke lied, John lied, Peter lied, Stephen lied, and Paul lied, (or as Paul said in I Corinthians 15:15, "If Christ didn't come up from the dead we are false witnesses.")

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John all testify to His Deity. 

He testifies of His Deity. 

He acts like Deity. 

He does the works of Deity, 

He claims to be Deity: therefore, He is or He isn't, and no halfway grounds are allowed. 



For a further in-depth study on the names of Christ, read Herbert Lockyer’s book entitled ““All the Divine Names and Titles in the Bible”. It covers the names all the names of the Trinity, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 

























THE CAREER OF CHRIST - CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED

 

THE PRE-INCARNATE PERSON: 

    Pre-existent Christ before He came in a body

    A.  The Meaning of Pre-existence

        1. He existed before His birth. John 1:1-2

Two distinct, personalities involved.  There is a quality

     of nature, substance, or essence between the two.  They are

     equal in nature, equal in substance, equal in essence; they

     have the same nature, substance, or essence.

This introduces the first and second persons of the Godhead.

           The proof that shows their different is the lack of the 

     article "a" showing that the two are one. 

     1Jn 1:1-2; Col 1:16-17

     B. The Importance of Pre-existence

        1.  At birth - If Christ came into existence at birth, then He's

            not eternal, no trinity, no second person.

        2.  Not God - If not eternal, not pre-existent, He could not be

            God. John 8:58

Liar - If Christ was not preexistent then He lied, because He claimed to be.  Then, the question arises, what else did He lie about?

     C. The Evidence of Pre-existence

        Completely by the Bible.

        1.  Heavenly origin. John 3:13,31

        2.  His work as Creator. John 1:3; Col 1:16; Heb 1:2

 His relationship with God. 

He claimed equality of nature with God (John 10:30)

He claimed equal glory with the Father before the world began (John 17:5)

He (Paul through inspiration of the Holy Spirit) claimed Christ the same nature as God (Phil. 2:6)

These verses are also evidences for eternality.

 His relationship to John the Baptist. 

John acknowledges that Jesus existed before him (John 1:15,30)

John was born before Christ

Scripture represents Christ as creator, preserver, and goal of creation.

His attributes.

He claimed full Deity and others attested to it (Col. 2:9)

 

 II.  THE ETERNALITY OF THE PRE-INCARNATE CHRIST

      A.  The Meaning of Eternality

Not only did Christ exist before His birth or before

       creation, but He has always existed.

John 1:1 - The word "was" is in imperfect tense, was 

 existing is a continuous action all times. John 1:1

John 1:14 - There was a time when He, "the Word" was 

 made flesh but never a time when He was made. John 1:14

      B.  The Importance of Eternality

          1. If denied, there is no trinity.

          2. If Christ does not possess full deity, then again He lied.

      C.  The Evidence of Eternality

          Internal evidence, the Bible. Mic 5:2; Hab 1:12; Joh 1:1; 8:58

Hebrews 1:3 uses the Greek word charakter, which indicates that Christ is the exact representation of God’s nature or essence.

Christ relationship with God as the same essence demonstrate eternality.

Possession of Divine attributes includes the attribute of eternality.

Old Testament Prophets claimed eternality for the Messiah (Micah 5:2; Hab. 1:12).

Christ declared eternality when He declared, “Before Abraham was, I AM” (John 8:58). NOTE the term (“AM” in the Greek - eime) states eternality.

John plainly states the case for Christ Deity in John 1:1.

Not that the Word was divine (as Moffatt and Goodspeed stated).  This would require the “theios” (as in Acts 17:29 and 2 Peter 1:3).

John does not say that the Word was “a god”. Definite nouns that proceed the verb, as here, regularly lack the definite article.

Expository Remarks to John 1:1; “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

{In the beginning} (|en archêi|). |Archê| is definite, though anarthrous like our at home, in town, and the similar Hebrew _be reshith_ in #Ge 1:1. 

But Westcott notes that here John carries our thoughts beyond the beginning of creation in time to eternity. 

There is no argument here to prove the existence of God any more than in Genesis. It is simply assumed. 

Either God exists and is the Creator of the universe as scientists like Eddington and Jeans assume or matter is eternal or it has come out of nothing. 

{Was} (|ên|). Three times in this sentence John uses this imperfect of |eimi| to be which conveys no idea of origin for God or for the Logos, simply continuous existence. 

Quite a different verb (|egeneto|, became) appears in verse 14 for the beginning of the Incarnation of the Logos. 

See the distinction sharply drawn in John 8:58 "before Abraham came (|genesthai|) I am" (|eimi|, timeless existence). 

{The Word} (|ho logos|). |Logos| is from |legô|, old word in Homer to lay by, to collect, to put words side by side, to speak, to express an opinion. 

|Logos| is common for reason as well as speech.

Heraclitus used it for the principle which controls the universe. 

The Stoics employed it for the soul of the world (|anima mundi|) and 

Marcus Aurelius used |spermatikos logos| for the generative principle in nature. 

The Hebrew _memra_ was used in the Targums for the manifestation of God like the Angel of Jehovah and the Wisdom of God in #Pr 8:23. 

Dr. J. Rendel Harris thinks that there was a lost wisdom book that combined phrases in Proverbs and in the Wisdom of Solomon which John used for his Prologue (_The Origin of the _Prologue to St. John_, p. 43) which he has undertaken to reproduce. 

John's standpoint is that of the Old Testament and not that of the Stoics nor even of Philo who uses the term |Logos|, but not John's conception of personal pre-existence. 

The term |Logos| is applied to Christ only in Joh 1:1,14; Re 19:13; 1Jo 1:1 "concerning the Word of life" (an incidental argument for identity of authorship). 

There is a possible personification of "the Word of God" in Heb 4:12. 

The personal pre-existence of Christ is taught by Paul (2Co 8:9; Php 2:6; Col 1:17) and in Heb 1:2 and in Joh 17:5. 

This term, |Logos|, suits John's purpose better than |sophia| (wisdom) and is his answer to the Gnostics who either denied the actual humanity of Christ (Docetic Gnostics) or who separated the |aeon| Christ from the man Jesus (Cerinthian Gnostics). 

The pre-existent Logos "became flesh" (|sarx egeneto|, verse #14) and by this phrase John answered both heresies at once. 

{With God} (|pros ton theon|). Though existing eternally with God the Logos was in perfect fellowship with God.

|Pros| with the accusative presents a plane of equality and intimacy, face to face with each other. 

In #1Jo 2:1 we have a like use of |pros|: "We have a Paraclete with the Father" (|paraklêton echomen pros ton patera|). 

See |prosôpon pros prosôpon| (face to face, 1Co 13:12), a triple use of |pros|. 

There is a papyrus example of |pros| in this sense |to gnôston tês pros allêlous sunêtheias|, "the knowledge of our intimacy with one another" (M.&M., _Vocabulary_) which answers the claim of Rendel Harris, _Origin of Prologue_, p. 8) that the use of |pros| here and in Mr 6:3 is a mere Aramaism. 

It is not a classic idiom, but this is Koiné, not old Attic. 

In Joh 17:5 John has |para soi| the more common idiom.

{And the Word was God} (|kai theos ên ho logos|). By exact and careful language John denied Sabellianism by not saying |ho theos ên ho logos|. 

That would mean that all of God was expressed in |ho logos|

the terms would be interchangeable, each having the article. 

The subject is made plain by the article (|ho logos|) and the predicate without it (|theos|) just as in Joh 4:24 |pneuma ho theos| can only mean "God is spirit," not "spirit is God." So in 1Jo 4:16 |ho theos agapê estin| can only mean "God is love," not "love is God" as a so-called Christian scientist would confusedly say. For the article with the predicate see Robertson, _Grammar_, pp.

Repeat: John 1:1 In the beginning was (eimi) the Word, and the Word was (eimi) with God, and the Word was (eimi) God - Three times in this sentence John uses this imperfect of eimi (to be) which conveys no idea of origin for God or for the Logos, [but] simply continuous existence . See the distinction sharply drawn in John 8:58: before Abraham came into being, (genesthai) I AM (eimi = timeless existence)

The Word (Logos) can have a number of translations: word, saying, decree, declaration, speech, doctrine, reason, account, being some of them. Logos is applied to Christ in John 1:1, 14; 1 John 1:1; and Rev. 19:13. 

The Gnostics denied the actual humanity of Christ, insisting that their aeons were involved in the creation. 

John effectively answered both of these errors. 

John also answered Arianism, because the Logos was eternally God, had fellowship with the Father, and that fellowship with the other Persons of the Trinity completely destroys Arianism along with Gnosticism.

John's first sentence is a sufficient answer to the Jehovah's Witnesses. And this in spite of the fact that they heavily promote the fact that there is no article preceding God in the last clause: And the Word was God. 

The JWV New World Translation has this: And the Word was a God. 

Then there is a footnote in which they remark that an anarthous theos (one without the definite article) points to a quality about someone. 

The plain intent of all this is to make The Word a created being. 

Gordon Clark quotes Goodwin's Greek Grammar as saying, 

A predicate noun seldom has the article. 

He also quotes E. C. Colwell who did intensive study of predicate nouns, saying, A definite predicate nominative has the article when it follows the verb; 

it does not have the article when it precedes the verb. 

Clark cites many places where the predicate noun is anarthous, among which are 1 John 4:16; John 1:49; 8:39; 17:17; Rom. 14:17; Gal. 4:25; and, Rev. 1:20. 

In summary, John knew his Greek better than the Jehovah's Witnesses scholars. And by using the Greek with exactitude in verse 1 he has completely foiled the Jehovah's Witnesses attempt to take away the co-essential Godhood of Jesus Christ; 

for the Word was God. 

with God, 

the Word was God = alongside God, and the Word was God. 

Chrysostom remarked: which sweetly sets forth his co- eternity and co-existency with the Father (quoted by John Trapp (TCNT, p. 344) For the grammatical construction, see RWP pp. 4, 5; Robertson's Grammar, pp. 767f.

	D. False thoughts

Arius taught preexistence of the Son but not His eternality.  

He insists that if Christ is the Only Begotten of the Father, He must have had a beginning.  

Jehovah Witnesses today have an Arian-like Christology which denies the eternality of the Logos.

 

III.  THE ACTIVITY OF THE PRE-INCARNATE CHRIST

       A. His Activity as Creator

The Extent - 

He created all things. 

		 a. Christ demonstrates His power to create. 

    John 1:3; Col 1:16; Heb 1:2

The Purpose - 

He created it for Himself.  Col 1:16

Christ demonstrates His prerogative to have Creation serve His purposes.

The Continuation - 

He sustains it.  Col 1:17

Christ demonstrates His presence (continuing to sustain creation). 

       B. His Activity as Angel

          1. His Identity as angel of Yahweh

             a.  The Angel of Yahweh is a self-manifestation of Yahweh,

                 for . . . . 

He speaks as God, 

Identifies Himself with God, and 

Claims to exercise the prerogatives of God (Gen. 16:7-14; 21:17-18; 22:11-18; 31:11-13; Ex. 3:2; Jud.2:1-4; 5:23; 6:11-22; 13:3-22; 2 Sam. 24:16; Zech. 1:12; 3:1; 12).

YET, He is distinguished from Yahweh (Ge 24:7; Zec 1:12-13)

             b.  The fact that the Angel of Yahweh is a member of the

                 trinity is indicated by the fact that the appearance of

                 the Angel of Yahweh ceases after the incarnation.

This fact is confirmed in the OT statement that the Angel of the God accompanied Israel when they left Egypt (Ex. 14:19cd.; 23:20).

This fact is confirmed in the NT statement that the Rock who followed Israel is Christ (1 Cor. 10:4).

          2. His Ministry as Angel of Yahweh

He often acted as a messenger to various people (Gen. 16:7-14; 22:11-18; 31:11-13).

He guided and protected Israel (Ex. 14:19; 23:20; 2 Kings 19:35).  

He was the instrument of judgment on Israel when God sent a pestilence on the people. 1Ch 21:1-27.

             d.  He was the Agent of Refreshment to Elijah.  1Ki 19:5-7

             e.  He was the Rock that followed Israel.  1Co 10:4

	C. His other activities  

No other historical activity is revealed of Christ in His Preincarnate state.

His work as Messiah required the Incarnation.

His work as Saviour necessitates the Incarnation.

OT period is known as also as the “age of ignorance” (Acts 17:30) because of their lack of knowledge of the trinity. 



THE INCARNATION OF CHRIST

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 

The nativity accounts (Mat. 1,2; Luke 1,2) give the historical record of the incarnation and trace it to the miraculous work of the Holy Spirit (third person of the Godhead). 

That the historical Jesus was in fact the eternal Son of God whose coming was predicted in the Old Testament, was the theme of Apostolic preaching (Acts 17:3; 18:5, 28).  

That even secular history acknowledges that Jesus Christ lived. The Roman historian Tacitus (AD 112) and the first-century Jewish Historian Josephus both made mention of Jesus.

It is to the Scriptures that we must return to determine the reasons for and the nature of their incarnation.

  

      A.  Meaning of the Incarnation  He came in the flesh.

      B.  Predictions of the Incarnation

          1.  Prediction of the God-man.  Isa 9:6

          2.  Prediction of the Virgin birth.  Isa 7:14

      C.  Means of the Incarnation  Virgin birth. Mt 1:16

      D.  Nature of the Incarnation

          1.  His humanity was sinless!  Ro 8:3; Heb 4:15

          2.  No less God than God the Father.

 One person, two natures.  He was the God-man, 

  not God and man.

          4.  He is undiminished deity; 100% divine - true humanity.

      E.  The Full Deity of Christ Incarnate

          1.  He possesses attributes which only God has.

              a.  Eternality.    Joh 8:58; 17:5

              b.  Omnipresence.  Mt 18:20; 28:20

              c.  Omniscience.   Mt 16:21; Lk 6:8; Joh 4:29

              d.  Omnipotence.   Mt 28:20; Mk 5:11-15; Joh 11:38-44

          2.  He performs works which only God can do.

              a.  Forgiveness of sin.  Mk 2:1-12

              b.  Gives life.  Joh 5:21

              c.  Resurrection.  Joh 11:43

              d.  Judgment.  Joh 5:22,27

              e.  Creation.  Col 1:16-17

          3.  He was given names and titles of deity.

          4.  He claimed to be God.  Joh 10:30,33

      F.  The Perfect Humanity of Christ Incarnate

          1.  He had a human body.  Lk 2:52; Joh 8:40

          2.  He had a human soul and spirit.  Mt 26:38; Lk 23:46

          3.  He exhibited the characteristics of a human being.

              a.  Hunger.  Mt 4:2

              b.  Thirst.   Joh 19:28

              c.  Weariness.  Joh 4:6

              d.  Love and compassion.  Mt 9:36

              e.  Crying.  Joh 11:35

          4.  Called by human names.

          5.  Paul calls Him man.  1Ti 2:5

      G.  The Fact of the Incarnation or Humanity of Christ

          1.  Scriptures teach He had human parentage.  He was born of a

              women. Mt 1:18; Ga 4:4; Lk 1:35

 He grew in wisdom and stature as other humans.  

  He was subject to the laws of human development. 

  Lk 2:40,46,52

          3.  He had the appearance of a man.  Joh 4:9; Lk 24:13

 He was possessed of a human, 

  physical nature - body, soul, and spirit.  

  Joh 1:14; Heb 2:14; Mt 26:12; Lk 23:40; Heb 4:14-15

          5.  He was subject to the sinless infirmities of human nature.

              Mt 4:2; 8:24; Joh 19:28-30

      H.  The Purpose of the Incarnation of Christ

          1.  To reveal the invisible God.  Joh 1:18; 14:7-11

          2.  To fulfill prophecy.  Ge 3:15; Isa 7:14

          3.  To fulfill the Davidic Covenant. 

              Isa 11:1,10; 1Sa 7:4-17; Lk 1:32-33

          4.  To sacrifice for our sins.  1Jo 3:5; Heb 10:10; 1Pe 2:4

          5.  To be a sympathetic, high priest.  Heb 4:14-16

          6.  To show believers how to live. 1Jo 2:6; 1Pe 2:21

To become the Head of a new creation. 

 1Co 15:45,47; 2Co 5:17

          8.  To destroy the works of the devil.  1Jo 3:8

       I. The Result of the Incarnation of Christ

          1.  The two natures are therefore unity in one person forever.

              Two natures but not two bodies.

          2.  A hypostatical union; a fusion of two natures but not

              confusion.  So, we have the God-man forever.

The Reasons for the Incarnation

To confirm God’s Promises

Promises made to the fathers.

  Promise of the Seed of the Women (Gen. 3:15)

 Promise of the Son of God

Promise of the Virgin birth  (Isa. 9:6; 7:14)

 Promise of God to be with us (Isa. 7:14)

  Promise of an eternal Ruler  (Mic. 5:2)

 Promise of a Saviour

Promise of a King and His Kingdom

    b. Show His mercy to Gentiles (Rom. 15:8-12).

To reveal the Father.

God is revealed in the OT as Creator and governor.

God is revealed in the OT as unity, holiness, might, beneficence of God.

God is revealed in the NT (by Christ), God a father (Mat. 6:9).

God is revealed in the NT (by John), God has been seen and explained (John 1:18)

God is revealed in the NT through the visible person of Jesus Christ (John 14:9).

God is revealed in the NT that He loves us (John 16:27).

God is revealed in the NT as the provider of our needs (Mat. 6:8; cf. V.32).

God is revealed in the NT as not withholding of any good thing (Mat. 5:45; John 3:3, 5; I John 3:f.)

God is revealed in the NT that our relationship (as adopted sons) to Him is precious.

To become a faithful High Priest.

He came in order to become qualified to act as High Priest.

He came in order to enter into Human experience, apart from sin, so that He may qualify as High Priest.

He came in order that he may faithfully represent men as High Priest (Heb. 5:1-4f.).

He came in order to be the author and finisher of our faith as High Priest (Heb. 2:10).

He came in order to be made like man in all things, that he might become merciful and faithful High Priest (Heb. 2:7f.)

He came in order to be a propitiation for our sin as High Priest (Rom. 3:24-26).

He came in order to come to those who are tempted as High Priest, an advocate with the Father (Heb. 2:7f.).

He came in order that we can come to Him with boldness at His throne of Grace (Heb. 4:15f.)

To put away Sin.

He came to put away sin by His sacrifice (Heb. 9:26).

He came to put away sin by serving and giving His life for a ransom (Mark 10:45).

He came put away sin in order that He might die for our sins (Heb. 2:9; 1 John 3:5)

He came to put away sin so that he can redeem men from sin through His death.

He came to put away sin so that His death may be a substitutionary death.

He came to put away sin.



 V.  THE OFFICES OF CHRIST

     A.  Christ as Prophet

Two words for prophecy: One is proclaiming or giving forth the message of God, the other is to foresee something (It still could be the message of God).  Foretelling or forthtelling.



Foretelling is predicting something and 

forthtelling is telling forth the message of God.  



So, when we speak of a prophet, he may be foretelling or telling forth the message of God and in his foretelling he should be telling forth the message of God.  But if it has already been foretold and he stands up a proclaims it, then he is telling forth that which has already been foretold.



Moses predicted that God would raise up a prophet like Himself. Compare Deut 18:15 to Acts 3:22-24  # De 18:15; Ac 3:22-24



         Major Discourses of Christ's Prophecies

         1.  Sermon on the Mount  Matthew Chapter 5 thru 7

             This is forthtelling - proclaiming a message from God.

             It is a proclamation on how to live with one another.

         2.  Mystery of the Kingdom Discourse  Matthew Chapter 13

             This is foretelling - Christ is predicting an age that 

 no other prophet had seen.

         3.  Olivet Discourse  Matthew Chapter 24 and 25

             This is also foretelling - Christ is predicting the

 tribulation and giving its details all the way up to 

 the end.

         4.  Upperroom Discourse  John Chapter 13 thru 17

             This is forthtelling and foretelling.  Christ is telling

 forth and foretelling the coming of the Holy Spirit.

     B.  Christ as Priest

         Being of the tribe of Judah, disqualified Christ from the

   Aaronic Priesthood.  He could not be a priest after the order

   of Aaron, therefore, God arranged ahead of His coming for

   another order of priest, the order of Melchizedek.

         1.  Aaronic Priesthood # Le 21:1-24; Heb 5:1-7

             Had to be chosen by God and qualified for his work.

         2.  Melchizedek Priesthood # Ge 14:18-20; Heb 7:1-3  

             Features:

             a.  A royal priesthood - was a priest as well as a king.

             b.  His priesthood was unrelated to ancestry.

 It was timeless, no recording of its beginning 

     or ending.

             d.  It was superior to the Aaronic Priesthood.

 Christ's Relationship to Aaronic and Melchizedek

 Priesthood’s

 He fulfilled both, but was not a priest after the order

     of Aaron because He was superior.

             b.  Melchizedek was of a higher order, therefore, Christ

                 fulfilled a greater work than Aaron.  His fulfilling is

                 superior to the Old Testament sacrifices. 

     Heb 8:6-9; 9:1-14

 Reasons why Christ is superior to the order of the

 Levitical, Aaronic of the Melchizedek order

             a.  They are both not only kings but priests.

             b.  They are both priests of the most high God.

             c.  Melchizedek is not an Israelite.  He came on the seen

                 before Israel (Jacob) was even born.  He met Abraham.

             d.  They have a superior dignity than Aaron.  Melchizedek

                 received tithes from Abraham.

             e.  Both are of eternal duration.  Heb 7:3

     C.  Christ as King

         1.  Promised in the Davidic Covenant.  2Sa 7:12-16; Lk 1:32-33

         2.  Predicted by Isaiah.  Isa 9:6-7

         3.  Presented to Israel.  Mt 2:2; 27:11; Joh 12:13

         4.  But He was rejected.  Ma 12:1-50; 15:1-39; Ac 4:27

             His claims were rejected.  Mt 8:34; 9:3

             His credentials were rejected.  Mt 11:20-30

         5.  But He will be realized as King.  Mt 24:31; Re 19:15,20

 

 VI.  THE SELF-EMPTYING OF CHRIST

      A.  The Origin  Gr. Kenosis  Php 2:7

      B.  The True Meaning or Concept  Php 2:5-11

          1.  The Eternal Existence of Christ.   Php 2:6

          2.  The Self-Emptying of Christ.   Php 2:7-8

              a.  The word "form" is the Gr. morphe meaning mortality.

                  To take on the form of a slave or servant, He had to 

be human.

 He was really like man but yet He was different.  

      Like in that He was limited to the limitations of 

humanity but different in that He was sinless.  Ro 8:3

 His outward appearance was as man.  In order to die he

had to become man because God cannot die.

              d.  He emptied Himself of His pre-incarnate position, yet

                  without diminishing His person.

 The self-emptying permitted the addition of humanity

and did not involve, in anyway, the subtraction of

deity.

 There was a change of form but not content of the

      divine being.  He did not give up His deity or the 

use of His attributes, but He added humanity.

              g.  He did surrender the free, independent use of certain

                  attributes, but did not empty or lay aside His deity.

 In every case, whenever Jesus Christ is acting, one 

of His natures is emphasized, but the other is not

forgotten.

      C.  Definition

          Leaving His pre-incarnate position and taking on servant

    humanity. Remember, any part of His physical body is divine,

    He is God. He added to His divine nature, a human nature.  

    So Christ emptied Himself of retaining and exploiting His 

    pre-incarnate status in the Godhead and took on humanity in 

    order to die.

 

 VII.  THE SINLESSNESS OF CHRIST

       He never sinned nor failed in any points at any time.  In every 

 stage of His life, He was holy and sinless.  He did not sin and 

 He could not sin. # 2Co 5:21; 1Pe 1:19; 1Jo 3:5

 

 VIII.  CHRIST IN HIS SUFFERING

        A.  Suffering in Physical life

 His physical suffering in life had nothing to do with

    the redemption of man.

 His suffering in life emphasized the character of 

    His person 

            3.  Three causes of suffering in His life

                a.  Because of His holy character.  2Pe 2:7-8

                b.  Because of His infinite compassion. 

                    Lk 19:41; Joh 11:35; Mt 8:16-17

                c.  Because of His omniscient anticipation.

                    Matthew Chapter 26; Mark Chapter 14; Luke Chapter 22

        B.  Suffering in Death

            Only His death suffering was vicarious (took the place of,

the substitute).  God put Him there.

 

IX.  CHRIST IN HIS DEATH

      Our salvation depends upon Christ dying on the cross.

      A.  The Fact of His Death

          1.  The fundamental theme of the Gospel.  1Co 15:1-3

          2.  The one, grand theme in Heaven. 

              Lk 9:30-31; Mt 16:21-25; Re 5:8-12

          3.  It's relationship to the Incarnation.  He was born to die.

              Heb 2:14; 1Jo 3:5; Mt 20:28

          4.  Seen in Old Testament anticipation.

              In Type

              a.  Coats of skin  Ge 3:21

              b.  Abel's lamb  Ge 4:4

              c.  Offering of Isaac   Ge 22:1-24

              d.  Passover lamb  Ex 12:1-51

              e.  Levitical system  Book of Leviticus

              f.  Brass serpent  Nu 21:1-35; Joh 3:14-15

              g.  Slain lamb  Isa 53:6-7; Joh 1:29

              In Prediction

              a.  Seed of woman  Ge 3:15

              b.  Sin offering   Ps 22:1-31

              c.  Vicarious suffering  Isa 52:13-15; 53:1-12

              d.  Cutoff Messiah  Da 9:26

              e.  Smitten shepherd  Zec 13:6-7

          5.  New Testament Revelation

              a.  His death. Ro 5:10; Php 2:8; Heb 2:9,14; Re 5:6-12

              b.  His cross. Mt 26:28; Mk 14:24; Eph 1:7; Col 1:14

              Note:  Three Statements Concerning His Death

              1.  He was mad sin for us.  2Co 5:21

              2.  Died the just for the unjust.  1Pe 3:18

              3.  He was made a curse for us.  Ga 3:13

      B.  The Forms of His Death

          1.  Natural Death - the Man dying for all men.

 Abnormal Death - God cannot die but He had to die to pay

  for the sins of the world so He had to be a man in order

  to die, taking on the two natures.

          3.  Supernatural Death - Christ suffered in six hours what the

              sinner will suffer for all eternity. 

  Joh 10:17-18; Mt 27:46

          4.  Preternatural Death - Before He became flesh.  1Pe 1:20

      C.  Scriptural Names of His Death

          1.  Atonement   Ro 5:11

          2.  Sacrifice   1Co 5:7; Eph 5:2; Heb 9:29; 10:12

          3.  Offering    Heb 10:10,14

          4.  Ransom      Mt 20:28

          5.  Propitiation  1Jo 2:2

          6.  Reconciliation  2Co 5:19

          7.  Substitution   Isa 53:5-6

          8.  Testation - Testator  Heb 9:15-17

      D.  Accomplishments of His Death

          1.  Provides a substitute for sin.  Heb 9:27

              a.  In respect to judgment, He paid the penalty for sin.

 In respect to divine perfection, He took our sin but

also became our righteousness.  The righteousness of

Christ is imparted to those He substituted for upon 

their belief.

          2.  Provides a ransom.  1Ti 2:6

          3.  Provides a propitiation.  1Jo 2:2  Propitiation means to

              satisfy.  Christ's death satisfied God, the Father.

          4.  Provides reconciliation.  2Co 5:18

              To reconcile means to produce or affect a change. Christ's

              death reconciled man.  The world has been rendered

  savable.

          5.  Provides redemption.  Ro 8:23

              a.  Redemption as used in the Old Testament.

                  - Heb. Goel - Kinsman Redeemer - one who redeems.

                    Qualifications:  See book of Ruth.

                  - Must be a relative.

                  - Must be able to pay the redemption price.

                  - Must be willing to pay the redemption price.

                  - Must actually pay the redemption price.

                  Christ did all of these - He is our Kinsman Redeemer.

                  1Pe 1:18-20; 1Ti 2:6; Tit 2:14; Ga 4:4-5

              b.  Redemption as used in the New Testament.

                  - Gk. Agorazo - to buy in the market place.

                  - Gk. Exagorazo - to buy out. Ga 3:13; 4:5

                  - Gk. Lutroo - to let loose.

                  The redemptive price paid was the blood!

          6.  Provides justification.  Ro 5:1

          7.  Provides sanctification. Heb 10:10

          8.  Provides exoneration. # Ro 8:1

 Ended the Mosaic Law for the Believer.  

  Not the Principles!

Different uses of the term "Law" in the New

Testament.

                  - Pentateuch (The Law of Moses). # Mt 5:17

                  - The Old Testament in whole. # Ro 3:31

                  - The Law of Moses emphasizing the Legal System.

                    Ac 13:13; Ro 3:22

  A rule or principle of life, such as gravity. 

  A natural law. Ro 8:2

              b.  The Mosaic Law as an Unit.

- The Ten Commandments - the moral responsibility

 			  of the individual (equate to the Bill of Rights).

                  - The Ordinances - the religious life.

                  - The Judgments - the social and civil regulations.

These are an unit not divided, although a 

     division. They are inseparable.  Jas 2:10; Ga 5:3

                    2. In the New Testament, the Law of Moses, is always

                       referred to in the singular or as an unit.

                    3. All Jewish theologians regard it as an unit.

     - Two Divisions in the Mosaic Law.  

       Total of 613 commands.

                    	 i.  Positive - 248 Do's.

                         ii. Negative - 365 Don'ts.

     - If the Mosaic Law is an unit, then we are

 either under the whole Law or none at all. 

 Jas 2:10

                  - If Jesus changed the Law, how did He change it?

- Did He change the Law as a means of salvation?  

  No, the Law was never given as a means of salvation.

                  - Did He change the Law as a rule of life for God's

                    people?  Yes, because the Law is a rule of life.

                    Isa 1:11; Heb 11:6

- If Christ fulfilled any of the Law, then He 

  disannulled all of it.

                  - If believers are under the Law, then they are under

  the penalty of the Law.

                  - The Mosaic Law was done away in Christ. # Ga 3:17-25

                  - Christ blotted out the ordinances. # Col 2:14-17

                  - The Old Law was done away - made obsolete. 

  2Co 3:6-18

                  - Christ came to fulfill the Old Testament scriptures.

  He did not come to destroy.  He was the only one who

  lived under the Law and met all its demands. Mt 5:17

                  - The law is insufficient.  Heb 7:11-12

                  - The Law does have an use today.  It is to show a 

  sinner that he is a sinner.  The Law is like a 

  mirror. 1Ti 1:8-10; Ro 3:19-20

                  - We abuse the Law in two terrible ways.

                    1.  Where it is used as a works principle to gain

                        salvation. # Ro 8:3; Ga 2:16; 3:18

 When it is used as a means of sanctification.

      When we follow the Law in order to remain save.

                  - The standard of the Law is not high enough.  The Law

                    says do or don't or die (judgment). 

  But Grace says the love of Christ constrains us.

         10.  The Basic Ground for Christian Cleansing. Jo 1:7 - 2:2

              Confession is the means of applying the truth of 

  propitiation.

         11.  The Only Basis for Forgiveness of Sins.

              Always been, even before the cross. # Heb 10:4; Ro 3:25

         12.  Defeated Satan and His Demons. # Col 2:14-15

 Basis of the Union between the Jews and Gentiles. 

  Eph 2:11-16

 Established the Grounds or Basis of Peace. 

  Col 1:20; Ro 5:1

         15.  Established the Judgment of the Sin Nature.  Ro 6:2

         16.  Freedom from the Principle of Sin.  Ro 6:1-10

         17.  Freedom from the Practice of Sin.   Ro 6:11

 The Blood of Christ, what it means?  It means life.  

  It had to be shed in order to nullify death.  Heb 2:14-15

      E.  The Extent of Christ's Death

          1.  Christ died for the Church.  Eph 5:25-27

          2.  Christ died for sinners.     1Pe 3:18

          3.  Christ died for the World.   Joh 3:16

 

X.  CHRIST AND HIS RESURRECTION

     A.  The Importance of His Resurrection

         1.  It proves His deity.  Ro 1:4

         2.  It demonstrates the accuracy of the scriptures. Ac 2:25,31

         3.  As far as salvation is concerned, it proves that God, the

             Father, was satisfied with the death of Christ. Ro 4:24-25

         4.  Essential to salvation.  1Co 15:12-29

     B.  The Nature of His Resurrection

         1.  Jesus actually died.  Joh 19:33-37; Mt 27:57-58; Mk 16:1

         2.  He was placed in the tomb.  Mt 27:66

         3.  The fact that Christ's body was actually raised from dead

             (bodily resurrection) is demonstrated by ...

             a. The empty tomb. Mt 28:6; Mk 16:6; Lk 24:3,12; Joh 20:1-2
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