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A Declaration, Concerning the Public Dispute


Which should have been in the Public Meeting House of 


Alderman-Bury, the 3 of this Instant December.





	A Merchant of this City, taking knowledge of different Doctrines and Administrations of Baptism, publicly held forth both in preaching and practice, some doubts did arise in his mind, which of the said Doctrines and Administrations was according to the will of God, who being desirous to try all things, and fold fast that which is good, searched the Scriptures daily. Upon examination, he found that the doctrine and administration of baptism touching Believers, who make a profession of faith, and manifest the fruits of repentance, to be more agreeable to the Scriptures, then the doctrine and administration of baptism touching the Infants of Believers, so far forth as he could discern.  Yet because he would not lean to his own understanding, he earnestly desired, and at length (after much pains and entreaties) obtained a conference and private disputation between us, and Mr. Callamy, and some of his Brethren, at the Merchant's own house, (unto which were admitted divers of his friends) and some strangers), that he might hear both parties face to face, maintain their own doctrine and practice about baptism, for his own and his wives satisfaction (being great with child) at the end of which private dispute, the Merchant and divers others present, not having received satisfaction, toughing the lawfulness of baptizing Infants of Believers, there was appointed another day for dispute at Mr. Mascals' house, and Mr. Callamy undertook to prove that some of the Infants of Believers ought to be baptized.  But the multitudes of people that came tither, hindered that dispute, for we could not get in to dispute, for the crowd of the people, whereupon we all agreed, to cease leave of the civil Magistrate, to have liberty to dispute in some public place.





	It is not unknown to many in this City, That a public dispute touching the lawfulness of Pedobaptism, between us and Mr. Callamy, Mr. Cranford, with some others, was agreed upon, and having first obtained leave of the Lord Major, by the request of three Common-Council men, (whom we jointly entreated to move his Lordship in all our Names) we privately consulted together, at Mr. Callamy's house, how we might manage that public dispute, to the glory of God, and the satisfaction of the people.  We mutually agreed to hold that pubic Disputation in the Parish Church (as men call it) of Alderman-bury, upon the third day of this instant December, from nine a clock in the morning, until three a clock in the Afternoon.  There should have been fixed on each party, whereof two were to be appointed Moderators.  One of the Moderators who to begin with prayer, and the other was to conclude with prayer, after the Dispute was ended.  Also both parties chose Mr. Hade to be our Notary, whom we all desired, that (prayer being ended) before we begun to dispute, he would read this following Agreement in the ears of all the people there present.
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The Agreement





	It is agreed on both sides, that this Disputation shall continue for six hours.  They that begin to dispute, shall dispute for two hours, and then the contrary party for two hours more.  Then the first party shall dispute again the fifth hour, and so either party the sixth hour; with this proviso, that if any do desire liberty to exceed the time allocated, the same liberty should be granted to the other side, not exceeding half an hour.





	It is likewise agreed, that at the end of each dispute, the Moderator on that party that disputes, shall faithfully and conscientiously give therefore, both of the Agreements and the Answers, it being likewise agreed, that the Disputation shall be Logical, and each side shall endeavor to make his answers as short as he can possibly.
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